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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May o 1oes

My Charey nradeed the followine Dl wlhoch was aeferred to toe Cong
mtttee on Torerior wod Tosalar Nt

A BILL

To establish o procedure for the prompt settlement, i a demo-

cratic manner, of the political status of Puerto Rico.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Lepresenta-
! /
frces of the United States of Ameriea in Congross assembled,
That duly recognizing the inherent right and juridical capae-
ity of the people of Puerto Rico to govern themselves and
to establish sueh relationships with the Government of the
United Statex ax are freely agreed upon, the Congress takes
ALY 4 ~
note of joint resolution numbered 1 of the Legislative Assem-
blv of Puerto Rico, approved December 33, 1962, which
. e 1 . . 1
proposes to the Congress the pronmipt settlement, in a demo-

cratic manner, of the political status of Puerto Rico and

10




2

hereby establishes the United States-Puerto Rico Compact

Commission.

SEc. 2. The Commission shall be composed of twelve
members of whom the President of the United States and
the Governor of Puerto Rico shall each appoint four and
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the (fongress shall each appoint two.

The Commission shall draft a proposed compact of per-
manent union hetween the Government of the United States
and the people of Puerto Rico in the light of the principles
expressed by the Legislative Assembly of Puerto Rico in said
joint resolution numbered 1, namelv: (a) “‘the recognition
and reassertion of the sovereignty of the people of Puerto
Rico”; (b) “the permanence and irrevocability of the union
between the United States and Puerto Rico on the basis of
conmmon citizenship, common defense, common eurrency, free
market, common lovalty to the values of democracy, and of
such other conditions ax may he considered, in the compact,
of mutual benefit to the United States and Puerto Rico”;
(¢) the specifie definition of the powers of the United States
with respect to Puerto Rico and the reservation of all other
powers to the people of Puerto Rico: and (d) participation
by the people of Puerto Rico in the powers exercised, under
the compact, by the Government of the United States, in

matters affecting Puerto Rico, in a measure proportional to
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the scope of such powers and the adoption of a formula under
which the people of Puerto Rico will contribute, in a manner
ability and economic growth of Puerto
Rico, to the general expensex of the United States Govern-
ment.

The Commission shall render its report to the President
and the Congress and to the Governor and the Legislative
Assembly of Puerto Rieo.

Sec. 3. {(a) Any member of the Commission who is not
an officer or emplovee of the Government of the United
States or the government of Puerto Rico shall he paid 850
per day for his services while actually engaged on Commis-
sion husiness, and all members <hall be entitled to reimburse-
ment for actual travel and reasonable subsistence expenses
incurred in connection with their service on the Commission,

(b) The Comnussion is authorized to appoint and fix
the compensation of an Executive Secretary and such ad-
ditional personnel as may be necessary to enable it to carry
out its functions without regard to the civil service laws and
regulations, but any Federal employvee subject to those laws

who may be detailed to the Commission (which detail is

hereby authorized) shall retain his civil service status withont

interruption or loss of status or privilege.
(¢) The Commission is authorized to call upon the head

of any Federal department or agenev to furnish, and the
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heads of such departments and agencies are authorized to
furnish without reimbuwrsement, mformation and assistance
which the Conimission finds necessary for the perf
its functions.

SEc. 4. Costs incurred by the Commssion shall be
shared equally by the United States and Puerto Rico. There
are hereby authorized to he appropriated such <inis. hut not
more than % Cas may be necessary to pay the Unitedl
States share of such costs,

SEC, D, The President is hereby anthorized to enter, on
behall of the Uhited States, into o compact with the people
of Puerto Rico upon tulfithnent of the following conditions:

{a) Ndoption of legizlation by Congress. atter the re-
ceipt of the report of the Comnnssion. authorizing o new
compact.

(h) Ratification of such compact hy the people of Puerto

Rico by a majority of the votes cast i a referendun to he

held for such purpose. pursnant to the laws of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico. which Tnws shall also have provided
for submission to the people. as alternatives to ratification
of the compact, of proposals to appiv for statehood and for
independence: Provided, That if a majority of the voters
participating in such referendum should favor cither of such
two alternatives submitted to them instead of the Conmmon-

wealth status as proposed to be amended, npon the result of
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the referendum being certified by the Governor of Prerto

Rico to the President. the President <hall transmit <ueh eor-

Y UNER N
tification to tl

e Congress of the United States for such action

ax it may consider appropriate,
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A BILL

To estabhish o procedure for the prompt set

tlerents e democrtie manners of the po
Btieal <tatn~ of Puerto Rieo.

By Mo Oy
My 6, 163

Referred 1o the Committee on Interior and
ATairs




