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APRIL 30.1963 

Mr. AsnxALi, introduced the following l>ill; which was referred to tho Coni- 
mittee on Interior and Insular Affairs 

OCTOBKR 7, 1003 

Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
un the State of the Union, and ordered to he printed 

[Strike out all nfter the enacting clnuse and insert the part printed in italic] 

A BILL 
To establish a procedure for the prompt settlement, in a. demo- 

cratic manner, of the political status of Puerto Rico. 

1 Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Bepresenta- 

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That 4u4¥ m-egwkiftg the inherent right awl- juridical eapae- 

4 ity el the people el Puerto Rico te govern themselves ami 

5 te establish sueh Fehtt+ewsh+ps with- the Government of the 

6 United States as a*e freehv- agreed ttpen? the Oengrcsa takes 

7 nete el joint resolution ««mbeped -t el the Legislative Assem- 

8 fely el Puerto Steer appi^eved Deecmb.^ %-, We&-, wkiek 

9 proposes te the Gengpess the prompt settle-meet? m a demo- 

10 eratie manner? el the political statas el Puerto Ri-ee and 

I 



1 hereby establishes the ft«4e4 States-Puerto Riee £e*npaet 

2 GennnissionT 

3 SEC. ^T nWke 4rHiiimiaswti- shah he imposed el twelve 

4 numbers el whew the President el the United States and 

^ the Governor el Puerto Riee shah eaeh appoint four and 

6 the President el the Senate and the Speaker el the House 

^ el Representatives el the Oengrcss sha-h eaeh appoint two? 

° ¥he (jommissieft shah draft- H proposed eempaet el per- 

9 mancnt union between the (lovcriintcnt el the Ignited States 

™ and the people el Puerto Riee in- the l%ht el the principles 

H expressed hy the ■Legislative Assembly el Puerto Riee in said 

1^ joint resolution numbered 4r namely- -fa}- -'the recognition 

1^ and reassertien el the sovereignty el the people el Puerto 

14 Riee^7 -(h)- ^^the permanence and irrevocability el the u-nien 

15 between the United States and Puerto Riee en the basis el 

16 eoKwnen eiti2enshipT common drfenser eonimon eurreneyr free 

1^ market- eommon loyalty te the values el democracy, and el 

18 sueh other conditions as way he considered, in the eempaet, 

19 el -mutual henefit te the United States and Puerto Riee— 

20 -(e)- the specine definition el the powers el the United States 

21 with respect te Puerto Riee and the reservation el ah ether 

22 powers te the people el Puerto Rieoj and -(d)- participation 

23 by the people el Puerto Rieo in the powers c-se-roised? under 

24 the compact? fey the •Gpevernffient el the United States? in 

25 matters aHeetiag Puerto RieeT hi a measure proportional te 



1 the seepe el sue]* pewcrs a»d the adeptieft el a fennula attder 

2 which the peeple el Puerto B4ee wiH eettstrihntej in- a manner 

3 eempatible with (-fee stability ami eeewemie growth el Puerto 

4 Eieej te the general egpenses el the :Erttited States Severn- 

6 The Commissieft shall render- its Fepert te the President 

7 a&d the Ge«gr-ess a»d to the Governor and the Legislative 

8 ^rtssemhly el Puerto Sieer 

9 §EGT 3T -(a)- Afty member el the (rein-miss'ioft whe is net 

^ an elhee? e? employee el the Cfevernftiettt el the ;trftited: 

H States w the government el Puerto Rife shall he paid $HO 

^2 pe? day le? his services while actually engaged eft Gefi+mis- 

*■* siee business? and: aH mcft+feera shall he entitled- te reimliurse- 

^ mont le? actual t-ravel and: 3=easeftahle subsistence expenses 

-*-5 i^e^ffed ift eennection with their service e« the GeHHsissieftr 

16 -(fej. ¥he Gommissieft is auther-iged te appehrt awd hs 

™ the compensation el an Executive Secretary and: stteh ad- 

1° ditieftal pe-rsefteel as »my he necessary te enable it te carry 

^ ©»fe its luftetiefts wkhettt rega-rd te the eivii service laws an-d 

*® ^regulations? bat aey -Feder-al employee stife-jeet te these laws 

**■ whe may fee detailed: te the €eft»mssieft (which detail is 

** hei^y aut-horigedf shall retain his eral service states withettt 

** intoniif^eft er- less el status er- privilege; 

2<* -(e)- 5he Commission- is authorized te eaH ttpett the head 

^ el a-ny Ecdor-al department er- agency te furnish? and the 



1 heads el sueh depart-meata aad agencies ai* anthemed te 

2 furnish witheut reimbursement-,- iafem-iatiea aad assignee 

3 whieh the Geauaissiea feds aeeessary for 4m performance el 

4 ifej femetieaSr 

5 &fie? 4r Gests iae-nr-red by the Gonunissiea shah1  be 

6 shaded equally by the United States aad rPaerte Sie&r There 

7 ape hereby authorized to be appropriated saeb stews? bat aet 

8 aiore tbaa $ j as witty be necessary te pay the -United 

9 States share el seeh eestsv 

llJ SisGr 6r The ^President- is hereby aatherked te outer,- ea 

H bebaH el the United States? iate a eeaipaot witb the people 

12 el -Puerto Riee upea fulfillment el the biHo-wing eeaditieaii-7 

13 -^- ^^eptiefi: el -legislation by Goagrewsy after the re- 

14 eeipt el the report el the GeaH-nissiony authoriaiag- a aew 

15 eeaipaetr 

16 -(bf ^tifieatiea el sueh eeaipaet by the peeple el Puerto 

17 Hico by a; majority el the votes east hi a referendum te be 

IS held for saeh parpesey pursuant te the laws el the Geauaea- 

19 wealth el Puerto Sieey -whieb laws shall also have presided 

20 ler sabfflissieH te the people? as alternatives te ratiaeatioa 

21 el the eompaet-y el proposals te apply ler statebeed aad for 

22 independence: Prov-idcdj That if a majority el the veters 

23 ^H^ieipatieg m sueh rcfcrendtHa should laver either el sueh 

24 two alternatives sabeatted te them iastead el tbe Geaaaea- 

25 wealth states as proposed te be afaeadedy upea tbe result el 
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1 ike referendum- feeittg eei^jfied fey tke Governor- of Ptter+e 

2 E^e to the ftesidewkj ike President shaU transnirt- sttefe- ee-r- 

^ tifieation to Ae Oeiigr-ess ©f the t^itetl: Stetos tor stteta action 

^ as it may ee-iwidef appFejmator 

0 That, with due recognition to the principle of government by 

" consent of the governed, the Congress of the United States 

1 hereby establishes the United States-Puerto Rico Commission 

° on the Status of Puerto Rico. 

V SEC. 2. (a)  The Commission shall, subject to enlarge- 

^ rnent as provided in subsection (c) of this section, be composed 

H of seven memuers. 

(b) The President of the United States shall appoint the 

-^ Chairman of the Commission and two other members, all of 

14 whom shall be citizens of the United States and none of whom 

1° shall be residents of Puerto Rico.    The President of the 

16 Senate, with the approval of the majority and minority lead- 

17 <rs of the Senate, shall appoint two members from the mem- 

18 bership of the Senate.    The Speaker of the House of Rep- 

19 resentatives, with the approval of the majority and minority 

20 leaders of the House, shall appoint two members from the 

21 membership of the House. 

22 (c) The Congress hereby invites the Commonwealth of 

23 Puerto Rico to provide for participation of the Common- 

24 ivealth and its people in the work of the Commission by 

25 enactment of a law providing for the appointment of an 
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1 additional six members of the Commission, for the sharing 

2 of the expenses of the Commission, and for making available, 

3 without reimbursement, to the Commission the assistance of 

4 the departments and agencies of Puerto Rico upon request 

5 of the Commission.  If the legislative assembly shall do so and 

6 if the additional six members are appointed the Commission 

7 shall consist of thirteen members. 

' (d)  A majority of the Commission shall constitute a 

^   quorum for the transaction of its business, but the Commis- 

™   sion may provide for the taking of testimony and the recep- 

**•    tion of evidence at meetings at which there are present n i less 

-1-1    than three members of the Commission.    The Chairman of 

*■*   the Commission shall call a meeting for organizing the Com- 

-"-*   mission as soon as possible after he and a majority of the 

•"*    members of the Com?, 'ssion have been appointed. 

*" SEC. 3. (a) Any member of the Commission who is not 

■*■'    an officer or employee of the Government of the United States 

°   or the government of Puerto Rico shall be paid $50 per diem 

y   for his services while actually engaged on Commission busi- 

ness, and all members shall be entitled to reimbursement for 

actual travel and reasonable subsistence expenses incurred in 

connection with their service on the Commission. 

(b) The Commission is authorized to appoint and fix the 

compensation of an Executive Secretary and such other 

additional personnel as may be necessary to enable the Com- 
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1 mission to carry out its functions without regard to the civil 

2 service laws, rules, and regulations, hut any Federal employee 

3 subject to those lawf, rules, and regulations, who may be 

4 detailed to the Commission (which detail is hereby author- 

5 ized) shall retain his civil service status ivithout interruption 

6 or loss of status or privilege. 

7 (c)  The Commission, acting through the President, is 

8 authorized and directed to call upon the head of any Federal 

9 department or agency, to furnish information and assistance 

10 which the Commission deems necessary for the performance 

H of its functions, and the heads of such departments and agen- 

12 eies are authorized and directed to furnish such infor- 

1^ mation and assistance without reimbursement. 

14 SEC. 4. The Commission, taking into account all factors 

15 which may have a bearing on the future relationship between 

16 the United States and Puerto Pico, shall formulate and draft 

17 such legislative recommendations with respect thereto as it may 

18 deem advisable in the light of its study.   The Commission 

19 shall render its report to the President of the United States, 

20 the Congress of the United States, the Governor of Puerto 

21 Rico, and the Legislative Assembly of Puerto Rico at the 

22 opening day of the first session of the Eighty-ninth United 

23 States Congress. 

24 SEC. 5. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated 

25 from the funds of the United States Treasury not heretofore 
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1 appropriated such sums (but not more than S2o0,000) as 

2 may be necessary for the performance of the work of the 

3 United States-Puerto  Rico  Commission  on   the  Status of 

4 Puerto Rico. 
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