Union Calendar No.333

23t CONGRESS
=sso H R, 5945
?® ®

[Report No. 811]

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Arrin 30,1963

Mr. Asrixann introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Interior and Insular Atfairs

OcroBer 7, 1063

Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole Iouse
on the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To establish a procedure for the prompt settlement. in a demo-

cratic manuer, of the political status of Puerto Rico.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of Lmerica in Congress assembled,
4 ity of the people of Puerto Rico to govern themselves and
T nete of joint reselution numbered L of the Legislative Assem-
9 propeses to the Congress the prompt settlement; in & deme-
10 epgtie manmer; of the politieal status of Ruerte Riee and

I




© 0 = O U o™ W N =

T
W N M O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2

hereby establivhes the Inited StatesPrerte Rieo Compaet

See: 20 Fhe Commnrission shall he compesed of twelve
nrembers of whem the President of the Tnited States and
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives of the Congress shall ench appoint two-

The Commission shall deaft n proposed eompact of per-
and the people of Puerto Rico in the Helt of the prineiples
expressed by the Leeldative Srwsenthly: of Puerto Rieo in said
joint reselution mumbered 15 nmneb {a) “the recoonition
and reassertion of the severeignty of the people of Puerto
Rieo™s; b} “the permanence and irreveenbility of the union
between the Hnited States wnd Prerte Rico on the basis of
eommon eitigenship; common defense; common errenesy; free
market; commen loyalte to the walues of demoerney; and of
sueh other eonditions as may he eonsidered; in the compaet;
of mutual benefit to the United States and Puerte Rieo™;
{e} the speeifie definition of the pewers of the United States
with respeet to Purerto Rieo and the reservation of all other
pewers bo the people of Puerte Rico; and {d) pasteipation
by the people of Puerte Rice in the powers exereised; under
the eompact; by the Government of the United States; in
matters affeeting Puesto Rieo; in & measure propertionsl to
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the seope of sach powers and the adoption of a formula under
svhieh the people of Puerto Rico will constribute; in & manner
eompatible with the stubiity and ceonomie growth of Puerto
Rieo; to the genernl expenses of the Euited States Govern-
rent:

The Comnmission shall render Hs zeport to the President
and the Congress and to the Governor and the Fegislative
Assembly of Puerto Kieo-
an officer or emplosee of the Goverment of the Tited
States or the povermmnent of Puerto Rico shall be paid $50
per day for his services while actunlly engaged on Conmris
sion business; and all menthers shall be entithed to reimhuse-
inenrved i eontection with thelr service on the Comnission:

b} The GCommission i autheorized to appoint and fix
the eompensation of an Executive Seeretnry and suech ad-
ditional personnel as may be neeessary to enable it to eawry
eub its functions witheut regard to the eivil service laws and
regulations; bubt any Federal employee sabjeet to these laws
who mey be detailed to the Comumission {which detail is
hereby anthorized)- shall retain his ebvil serviee statas svithout
interruption or loss of status or privilege:

+{e} The Commission is anthorized to eall upon the head
of any Federal department or ageney to furnish; and the
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Lbeads of such departments and agencies are authorized to
furnish seitheut reimbursement; mfomnation and assistanee
sehieh the Conmnission finds necessary for the performanee of
shaved egually by the Enited States and Puerto Rice: There
are hereby anthorized to be approprinted suweh sty but net
States share of sueh eosts:

Sxer 5 The President by hereby nuthorized to enter; on
behalf of the Fuited States; it o compuet swith the people
of Ruerto Rico upon fudfillnent of the bollowing conditionss

+{o) Adoption of legislation by Congress; after the re-
eeipt of the report of the Commission; anthorizing o new
compaet:

b} Ratifieation of suel compuet by the people of Puerte
Rico by o majority of the votes east in a referendum to be
held for such purpese; pursuunt to the laws of the Commen-
for sabmission to the people; as alternatives to ratifieation
of the compeet; of proposals to apply for statehood and for
independenec: Provided; That i o majerity of the voters
two alternatives submitted to them instead of the Common-
svealth status as propesed to be amended; upon the resuls of
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Rice to the President; the President shall tzamanit steh eer-
tifieation to the Congress of the Fnited States for such netion
That, with due recognition to the principle of government by
consent of the governed, the Congress of the United Siates
hereby establishes the United States-Puerto Rico Conumission
on the Stutus of Puerto Rico.

Sec. 2. (a) The Commission shall, subject to enlarge-
ment us provided in subscction (¢) of this section, be composed
of seven memoers.

(b) The President of the United States shall appoint the
Chairman of the Commission and two other members, all of
whom shall be citizens of the United States and none of whom
shall be residents of Puerto Rico. The President of the
Senate, with the approval of the majority and minority lead-
ers of the Senate, shall appoint two members from the mem-
bership of the Senate. The Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, with the approval of the majority and minority
leaders of the House, shall appoint two members from the
membership of the House.

(c) The Congress hereby invites the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico to provide for pariicipation of the Common-
wealth and its people in the work of the Commission by

enaciment of a law providing for the appointment of an
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additional siz members of the Commission, for the sharing
of the expenses of the Commission, and for making available,
without reimbursement, to the Commission the assistance of
the departments and agencies of Puerto Rico upon rcquest
of the Commussion. If the leqislative assembly shall do so and
if the additional six members arve appointed the Commission
shall consist of thirteen members.

(d) A majority of the Commission shall constitute a
quorum for the ‘ransaction of its business, but the Commis-
sion may provide for the taking of testimony and the recep-
tion of evidence at meetings at which there ave present n -t less
than three members of the Commission. The Chairman of
the Commission shall call a meeting [or organizing the Com-
misston as soon as possible after he and a majority of the
members of the Com ‘ssion have been appointed.

Sec. 3. (a) Any member of the Commission who is not
an officer or employee of the Government of the United States
or the gocernment of Puerto Rico shall be paid $50 per diem
for his services while actually engaged on ('ommission busi-
ness, and all members shall be entitled to reimbursement for
actual travel and reasonable subsistence expenses incurred in
connection with their service on the Commission.

(b) The Commission is authorized to appoint and fix the
compensation of an Ewecutive Secrelary and such other

additional personnel as may be necessary to enable the Com-
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massion to carry out ifs functions without regard to the civil
service laws, rules, and regulations, but any Federal employee
subject to those laws, rules, and requlations, who may be
detailed to the Commission (which detail is hereby author-
ized) shall retain his civil service stafus without interruption
or loss of status or privilege.

(¢) The Commission, acting through the President, is
authorized and divected to call upon the head of uny Federal
department or agency, to furnish information and assistance
which the Commission deems neccessary for the performance
of its functions, and the heads of such departments and agen-
cies are authorized and directed to furnish such infor-
mation and assistance without reimbursement.

SEc. 4. The Commission, taking into account all factors
which may have a bearing on the future relationship between
the United States and Puerto Rico, shall formulate and draft
such legislative recommendations with respect thereto as it may
deem advisable in the light of its study. The Commission
shall render its report to the President of the United States,
the Congress of the United States, the Governor of Puerto
Rico, and the Legislative Assembly of Puerto Rico at the
opening day of the first session of the Eighty-ninth United
States Congress.

Src. 6. There is hereby authorized to be appropriated

from the funds of the United States T'reasury not heretofore




appropriated such sums (but not more than $250,000) as

1

2 may be necessary for the performance of the work of the

3 United States-Puerto Rico Commission on the Status of

4  Puerto Rico.
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ment, i a demoncratic manner, of the politi-
cal status of Puerto Rico.

By Mr. AspiNaLn

AprIL 30, 1563
Referred to the Committee on Interior and Imsulsr
Affairs
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Reported with an amendment, committed to the Com-
mittee of the Whole IHouse on the State of the
Union, c:d ordered to be printed




