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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 7.1959

Mr. Axruso introduced the following bill: which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Interior and Insular Affaive

To provide for a referendum in Puerto Rico on the admission of
Puerto Rico into the Union as a State, and to establish the
procedure for such admission if the people of Puerto Rico
desire it.

Be it enacted by ihe Senate and House of epresenta-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
TITLE I-—-REFERENDUM

BEC. 101. An islandwide referendum shall be held in
Puerto Rico in order to enable the qualified voters of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to vote for admission of
Puerto Rico into the Union in accordance with title IT of this
Act.

SEC. 102. The returns of the referendum held under this
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title shall he made to the Governor of Puerto Rico, who shall

ause them to he canvassed in the manner provided by law
for the canvass of votes cast in general elections in the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico. If a majority of the qualified
voters voting in a referendum under this title vote in favor
of admnixsion nto the Union, the Governor shall certify to the
President of the United States of the decision of the people
of Puerto Rico, and title IT of this et shall take effect on
the day following the date of such certification.

secs 103, The election laws of the Conmuonwealth of
Puerto Rico shall apply to the referendum held under this
title. except m=ofar ax they confliet with this title. The Gov-
ernor of Puerto Rico shall preseribe sueh regulations gov-
erning the conduet of the referendum ander this title as may
be necessary to supplement such laws in order to carry out
this section.

TITLE II—STATEHOOD

Sece. 2010 (a) IF this title takes effect as provided in
seetion 102, 1t may he eited ax the “Puerto Rico Statehood
Aect”.

(b) The inhabitants of all that part of the United States
now constituting the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as at
present descrihed, may become the State of Puerto Rico,
as hereinafter provided.

SEC. 202, (a) All citizens of the United States who
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are quaalified to vote for representatives of the Legislative
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are hereby
authorized to vote for and choose delegates, having the same
qualifications, to form a constitutional convention in Puerto

Rico. The convention shall consist of one delegate from

each of the representative districts and four delegates at

large.

(b) The Governor of Puerto Rico shall, within thirty
days after the effective date of this title, issne a proclama-
tion ordering an election of such delegates to be held at a
time designated in the proclamation within eight months
after the effective date of this title, and providing also for a
preceding primary election and for filings by independent or
nonparty candidates, which proclamation shall be issued at
least two months prior to the time of holding said primary
election and four months before the date of election of such
delegates. The nomination, filing, and election of such dele-
gates shall be condncted, the returns made, the results ascer-
tained, and the certificates of persons elected to such con-
vention issued in the same manner, as nearly as is practicable
as is prescribed by the laws regulating nominations and
elections of members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Comonwealth of Puerto Rico.

Seo. 203. (a) The delegates to the convention so

elected shall meet at San Juan, Puerto Rico, on the frsh
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Tuesday following the thirtieth day after their election, un-
less that date should occur during a session of the Legislative
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Puerto

event the constitutional convention shall convene on the
first Tuesday following adjournment of the legislative ses-
sion. After organization, the delegates thereto shall declare
on hehalf of the people of the proposed State that they adopt
the Constitution of the United States, whereupon the said
convention shall forin a constitution and State government
for the proposed State.

(b) The constitution shall be republican in form, shall
make no distinction in civil or political rights on account of
race or color, shall not be repugnant to the Constitution of
the United States and the principles of the Declaration of
Independence. Haid convention shall provide in said con-
stitution:

First. That perfect freedom of religious worship shall
be secured, and that no inhabitant of said State shall ever be
molested in person or property oun account of his mode of

religious worship.

Second. That said State and its people do agree and

declare that they forever disclaim all right and title to
any lands or other property not granted or confirmed to the

State or its political subdivisions by or under the authority
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of this title, the right or title to which is held by the United

States or is subject to disposition to by the United States;

hat al
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States, shall be and remain under the absolute jurisdiction
and control of the United States until disposed of under its
authority, except to such extent as the (‘ongress has pre-
seribed or may hereafter prescribe; and that no taxes shall
be imposed by said State upon any lands or other property
now owned or hereafter acyuired by the United States, ex-
cept to such extent as the Clongress has preseribed or may
hereafter preseribe.

Third. That authority isx granted to and acknowledged
in the United States for the exercise by the (fongress of the
United States of the power of exclusive legislation ax pro-
vided by article 1, section 8, clause 17, of the Constitution
of the United States in all cases whatsoever over such tracts
or parcels of land as are now owned by the United States
and held for military, air, naval. or coast guard purposes,
whether reserved or acquired by purchase, condemnation,
donation, or exchange; saving, however, to the State of
Puerto Rico the right to serve eivil or criminal process

within the limits of the aforesaid reservations in suits or

prosecutions for or on account of rights acquired, obliga-

tions incwrred, or crimes committed in said State, but cuf
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side of said reservation; and the legislative assembly is
authorized and directed to enaet any law necessary and
t to this article.

Fourth. That the debts and liabilities of the Cfomnmon-
wealth of Puerto Rico shall he assumed and paid by said
State and all debtsx owed to the Comnuonwealth of Puerte
Rico shall be collected by said State.

Fifth. That provisions shall be made for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a system of public schools, which
shall be open to all children of said State and free from sec-
tarian control.

Sixth. That all provisions of this et reserving rights

or powers to the United States. ax well as those preseribing

the terms or conditions of the grants of lands or other prop-

erty herein made to said State, are consented to fully hy
said State and its people.

Seventh, That the lands and other property helonging to
the citizens of the United States residing without said State
shall never be taxed at a higher rate than the lands and
other property helonging to residents thereof.

PEC. 204, The State of Puerte Rico and its political sab-
divisions, respectivelv. shall have and retain title to all
property, real and personal, title to which is in Puerte Rico

or any of the subdivisions, and is hereby granted title to all




property, real and personal, that is now under the control

of the government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

States shall retain title to all property, real and personal,
to which it has title, including public lands.

SEC. 200, (a) After a constitution and State govern-
ment have been formed in compliauce with the provisions
of this title. the convention forming the same shall provide
by ordinance for submitting said constitution, for ratification
or rejection, to the people of said proposed State at an
election to be held at a date to he fixed by said convention,
which shall be not more than oue hundred days from the
date of its adjonrmmnent, at which election the citizens of said
proposed State who are qualified to vote for members of
the Legislative Assembly of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico shall vote directly for or against the proposed con-
stitution. The returns of said election shall be made to the
Governor of Puerto Rico. who shall cause the same to be
canvassed in the manner provided by law for the canvass of
votes east in general elections in the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico. If a majority of the legal votes cast at said
election shall reject the constitution, the Governor of Puerto

Rico shall, by proclamation, order the constitutional con-

vention to reassemble at a date not later than forty days
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after the votes have been canvassed as herein provided, and
thereafter a new constitution may be formed by such con-
vention and the same proceedings shall be taken in regard
thereto in like manner as if said constitution were being
originally prepared for submission and submitted to the
people: Provided, That not more than two elections shall be
held under the authority of this subsection.

(b) When said constitution shall have been duly rati-
fied by the people of Puerto Rico, as aforesaid, by « majority
of the legal votes cast at an election held pursuant to this
section, the Governor of Puerto Rico shall certify the result
to the President of the United States, together with a state-
ment of the votes cast thereon and upon separate articles and
propositions, together with a copy of said constitution, arti-
cles, propositions, and ordinances.

(e¢) If the constitution and government of said proposed
State are republican in form, and if all the provisions of this
title have been complied with in the formation thereof, it
shall be the duty of the President to certify said facts to the
Governor of Puerto Rico, who shall within thirty days after
receipt of such notification from the President issue » procla-

mation for the election of all State and other officers provided

for in said constitution, including members of the State

legislature, said election to take place, not earlier than two
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months nor later than six months after the date of issuance
of said proclamation by the Governor.

Sec. 206. (a) The constitutional convention shall by
ordinance provide that in case of ratification of the constitu-
tion by the people and in case the President approves the
same, an election shall be held at the time named in the
proclamation of the Governor of Puerto Rico herembefore
provided, at which election officers for a full State govern-
ment, including a Governor., members of the State legisla-
ture, one Representative to he elected at large, and two
Senators in the (fongress of the United States to be elected
at large from said State, and wuch other officers as the
constitution shall prescribe, shall he chosen by the qualified
voters of Puerto Rico. No identification or designation of
either of the two senatorial offices, however, shall refer to or
be taken to refer to the term of that office, nor shall any such
identification or designation in any way impair the privilege
of the Henate to determine the class to which each of the
Senators elected shall he assigned.  Unless the constitutional
conventicn shall by ordinance otherwise provide, such elec-

tion, and an antecedent primary election, shall be held, and

the returns thercof made, canvassed, and certified by the

canvassing board, in the same manner, as nearly as prac-

H.R. 7008——=2
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ticable, as is now preseribed by law for the nomination,
filing, and election, and canvass and certification of election
of members of the Legislative Assembly of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico. When such State and other officers
and members of the State legislature and the Representative
and Senators in the Congress of the United States shall be so
elected and the returns thereof made, canvassed, and certified
as herein provided, the Governor of Puerto Rico shall certify
the result of said election to the President of the United
States, who shall thereupon immediately issue his proclama-
tion announcing the result of said election so ascertained,
and upon the issuance of said proclamation by the President
of the United States the State of Puerto Rico shall be deemed
admitted by Congress into the Union by virtue of this title, on
an equal footing with each of the other States of the Union,
and the Representative and Senators from said State in the

Congress of the United States »6 elected and certified shall

thereupon he entitled to seats in the House of Representatives

and Senate of the United States and to all of the rights and
privileges of Representatives and Senators therein. TUntil
the 1ssuance of said proclamation by the President of the
United States and until said State is so admitted into the
Union and said officers are elected and qualified wnder the
provisions of the Constitution, all of the officers of the Com-

monwealth of Puerto Rico, including the Resident Commis-
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sioner, shall continue to discharz. the duties of said respec-
tive offices in and for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(b} Upon admission of Puerto Rico as a State as herein
provided, wnd upon election and qualification of the officers
of the State government formed in pursuance of and in ac-
cordanee with the provisions of said constitution, said officers
shall forthwith proceed to exercise all of the duties and func-
tions of their respective officex; and all of the laws of the
Commonwealth of Pucerto Rico in foree therein at the tine
of admission of said State into the Union shall he and econ-
tinue in full force and effect throughout said State except
as modified or changed by this title, or by the constitution
of the State. or as thereafter modified or changed by the
legislature of the State. All of the laws of the United States
shall have the same force and effect within said State as
elsewhere within the United States.

(¢} The State of Puerto Rico, upon its admission into
the Union, shall be entitled to one Representative until the
taking effect of the next reapportionment, and such Repre-
sentative shall be in addition to the membership of the House
of Representatives asx now preseribed by law. Such tempo-
rary increase in the membership shall not operate to either
increase or decrease the permanent membership of the

House of Representatives as prescribed in the Act of

Avgust 8, 1911 (37 Stat. 13), nor shall such temporary




12

increase affect the basis of apportionnient established by

the Aet of November 15, 1941 (D) Stat. 761:2 U.S.C. 2a),
for the Eightv-third C‘ongress and each (‘ongress thereafter.

SEC. 207, The <y of S100.000, or <o nwich thereof as
may be necessarv, is hereby authorized to be appropriated,
out of any woney i the Treasury of the United States not
otherwise approprizted. for defraving the expenses of the
clections provided for i das il and of the convention, and
for the pavment of the wemhers aud ofticers and employees
thereof under the same rides and vegulations and at the same
rates ax ave provided in the case of members of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Conmonwealth of Paerto Rico, and the
dishursements of money appropriated by this seetion shall
be made by the Treasarer of Puerto Rico,

See, 208, Effeetive npon the adiission of the State of
Puerto Rieo into the Union—

(1) the State of Puerto Rico <hall constitute a j\l(li-
clal distriet within the first pudicial cirenit, to be known
ax the Distriet of Puerto Rico:

(2) the United States District Conrt for the Districet
of Puerto Rico establishied by and existing nuder title
2% of the United States Code shall theneeforth he a
court of the United States with judicial power derived
from article ITL section I, of the Constitution of the

["nited States: Provided, however, That the term of of-
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fice of the district judge for the District of Puerto Rico
then in office shall terminate upon the effective date of
this section and the President. pursnant to sections 133
and 134 of title 28, Tnited States ('ode. as amended hy
this title, shall appoint, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, a distriet judge for the said distriet
whao <hall hold ofice daring good hehavior: and

(33) the first sentence of subsection (a) ol section
134 of title 280 United States Codes i amended by

striking out “and. exeept i Puerto Rico.” and the

second sentence of sueh subsection (a) ix hereby re-

pealed.

SEc. 209, Effective upon the admission of the State of
Puerto Rico mto the Union—

(1) the sceond paragraph of section 451 of title

28, United States Code, is amended by striking out the

words “ineluding the United Satex Distriet for the

Distriet of Puerto Rico,™.

SEC. 210, (a) No o owrit, action, indictment, cause, or
proceeding pending i any court of the Conmonwealth of
Puerto Rico, or in the United States Distriet Court for the
District of Puerto Rico, shall abate hy reason of the admis-
sion of said State into the Union, but the same shall be

transferred to and proceeded with in such appropriate State
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courts as shall he established under the constitution te be
thus formed, or shall continue in the United States District
Court for the District of Puerto Rico, as the nature of the
case may require.  And no writ, action, indictment, cause,
or proceeding shall abate by reason of any change in the
cowrts. but shall he proceeded with in the State or United
States cowrts according to the Taws thereol, respectively.
And the appropriate State courts shall he the successors of
the conrts of the Connnonwenlth of Puerto Rico ax to all
cases arising within the limits embraced within the jurisdie-
tion of sueh courts, respeetively, with full power to proceed
with the same. and award means or final process therein, and
a1l the files. records, indictments, and proceedings relating to
any sueh writ, action indictient, cause, or proceeding shall
he transferred to sueh appropriate State courts, and the
e shall be proceeded with therein i due course of law.

(h) AlL eivil canses of action and all eriminal offenses
wlhich shall have arisen or heen committed prior to the
admission of said State, but ax to which no writ, action,

ndictment, or proceeding shall he pending at the date of

cich admission. <hall be subject to prosecution in the appro-

priate State courts or in the United States Distriet Court for
the Distriet of Puerto Rico in like manner. to the same
extent, and with like right of appellate review, as if said

State had been created and =aid State (ourts had been
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established prior to the accrual of such causes of action or
the commission of such offenses.  The admission of said State -
shall effect no change in the substantive or criminal law
governing such causes of action and eriminal offenses which
shall have arisen or heen connitted : and such of said criminal
offenses ax shall have been connuttted against the laws of the
(ommonwealth of Puerto Rico shall e tried and punished
by the appropriate courts of said State, and such as shall
have heen connitted against the laws of the United States
shall be tried and punished in the United States Distriet
C'ourt for the Distriet of Puerto Rico.

Sec. 211, Parties shadl have the same right< of appeal
from and appellate review of final decisions of the United

States Distriet Court for the Distriet of Puerto Rico or the

Supreme Court of Puerto Rico i any case finally deeided

prior to admission of ~said State into the Union. whether or
not an appeal therefrom shall have been perfected prior to
such admixsion, and the United States Conrt of Appeals for
the First Cirenit and the Suprenie Conrt of the United States
shall have the same Jurisdiction therein, as by law provided
prior to admission of said State into the Union, and any man-
date ixsued subsequent to the admission of said State shall be
to the United States Distriet Court for the Distriet of Puerto
Rico or a court of the State, as may be appropriate.  Parties

shall have the same rights of appeal from and appellate re-
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view of all orders, judgments, and decrees of the United
States Distriet Court for the Distriet of Puerto Rico, and of
the State conrt which is rhe snecessor to the Su
of Puerto Rico, in any caze pending at the time of admission
of said State ito the Union, and the United States Court of
Appeals Tor the First Cirenit and the Supreme Court of the
United States shall have the same jurisdiction therein, as
by law provided i any case arising subsequent to the admis-
ston of said State into the Unton.
SEC, 212, (a) Effective upon the admission of the State
of Puerto Rico mto the Union—
(1) the first paragraph of section 1252 of title 28,
United States Code, i amended by striking out “and
any court of record of Puerto Rico™:
(2) section 1293 of title 28 of the United States
(‘ode is hereby repealed, and the avalysis of chapter 83
of sueh title 2% ix amended by striking out
“1295. Final decisions of Puerto Rico aud Hawail Sapreme Courts.™:
(3) seetion 1294 of ntle 28 of the United States
(‘ode ix amended by striking out paragraph (4) and by

renumbering paragraph () accordingly

{4) the first paragraph of section 373 of title 28,

United States C'ode, is amended by striking out “United

States Districr Court for the Distriet of Puerto Rico,”;
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(5) section 3771 of title 1R of the United States

Code ix amended by striking out i the Supreme Court

of Puerto Rico,”;

(6) scction 3772 of title 18 of the United States

Code is amended by striking out “in the Supreme Court

of Puerto Rieo,”.

(h) The amendment made by paragraph (4) ot spo
seetion (&) of this xection shall not affect the rights of any
judge or justice who may have retired before the effective
date of this section.

SEC. 2130 Al laws of tile Conmunonwealth of Puerto
Rico in force therein at the time of its admission into the
Union shall continue in foree in the State of Puerto Rico,
except as modified or changed by this title or by the consti-
tution of the State, and shall be subject to repeal or amend-
ment by the Legislature of the State of Puerto Rico: and
the laws of the [nited States shall have the same force
and effect within the said State as elsewhere within the
United States.

Sec. 214, The first paragraph of section 2 of the Fed-
eral Reserve Act, as amended (38 Stat. 252), is amended

by striking out the last two sentences thereof and inserting

in lien thereof the following: “When any State is admitted

to the Union, the Tederal Reserve districts shall be read-

justed by the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
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System in such manner as to include such State.  Every na-
tional bank in any State shalll upon commeuncing business
or within ninety days after admission into the Union of
the State in which it is located, become a member bank
of the Federal Reserve System by subseribmg and paying
for stock in the Federal Reserve bank of its distriet in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this Aet, and shall there-
upon be an insured bank under the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Act, and failure to do xo shall subject such bank to
the penalty provided by the sixth paragraph of this section.”

SEC. 215, (a) Nothing contained in this Aet <hall be
construed as depriving the Federal Maritime Board of the
exclusive jurisdiction heretofore conferred on it over common
carriers eugaged in transportation by water hetween any
port in the State of Puerto Rico and other ports in the
United States, or possessions, or ax conferring on the Inter-
state. Commerce Commission jurisdiction over transporta-
tion by water between any such ports.

(b) Effective on the admission of the State of Puerto
Rico into the Union—

(1) the first sentence of section 506 of the Mer-

chant Marine Act, 1936, as amended (46 U.S.(\. 1156),

15 amended by inserting hefore the words “an island
possession or island territory”, the words “the State of

Puerto Rico, or”’;
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(2) section 605 () of the Merchant Marine Aet,

1936, ax amended (46 USC0 1175) ., is amended by

ixerting before the words “an island possession or 1s-

land territory™, the words “the Spate of Puerto Rico.
or: and

(3} the second paragraph of section 714 of the Mer-
chant  Marine  Net. 1936, as amended (46 US.(

[204) . s amended by serting hefore the words "an

ixland possession or island territory™ the words “the

State of Puerto Rico, or™.

SEC, 216, (a) Section 101 (a) (36) of the Immigration
and Nationalitv: Net (66 Stat. [T0:R USC01T01 (1) (36))
ix antended by deleting the words Puerto Riceo.™,

(h) Section 212 (d) (7) of the Innnigration and Na-
tnonality: Net (66 Stat, IR = USRS HIR2(d) (7)) s
amended by deleting frome the fivst sentence thereof the
words “Puerto Rico.™.

(¢) The tirst sentence of section 310 (1) of the Tmmi-
aration and Nationality Aet. as amended (66 Stat. 239; 8
US00 1421 (1)) L is further amended by deleting the words
“and for Puerto Rico™,

(d) Nothing contained in this Aet shall be held to

repeal. amend. or modify the provisions of section 302 of

the Immigration and Nationality Act (66 Stat. 237; 8
U.S.C. 1405).
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Sec. 217. Nothing contained in this Act shall operate

to confer United States nationality, nor to terminate nation-

ality heretofore lawfully acquired, or restore nationality here-

tofore lost under any law of the United States or under any
treaty to which the United States 1s or was a party.

SecC. 218, If any provision of this Act. or any section,
subsection, sentenece. clause, phrase. or wdividual word, or
the application thereof in any circwnstance is held mvalid.
the validity of the remainder of the et and of the applica-
tfion of any such provision. section, subsection, sentence.
clause, phrase, or individual word in other circumstances
shall not be affected thereby.

SEc. 219, All Actx or parts of Nets in confliet with the
provisions of this Aect. whether passed by the Legislative
Assembly of Puerto Rico or by Congress, are hereby re-

pealed.
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By Mr. Axreso

May 7, 1959

Referred to the Committee on Interior and Insulay
Affairs




