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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JoLy 26, 1950

Mr. Bamwey introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Public Lands

o | A BILL

‘To proyids for the, adml,sswn of Puerto Rico into the Union.

1 " Be Li enacted by y the Senate and House of Representa-
2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 That (a) this Act may be 'citc;d as the “Puerto Rico State-
4

hood Act”.

7§

(b) The inhabitants of sll that part of the United States
now constituting Puerto Rico, as at present’ described, may
hecome the State of Puerto Rico, as hereinafter provided.

Src. 2. (a) All citizens of the United States who are
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qualified to vote for representatives of the Legislature of
- 10 Puerto Rico are_hereby authorized to vote for and choose.

11 delegates, having the same qualifications, to form a consti- -
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'tu‘tiona.l convention in Puerto Rico. The céﬂ;é;t;n shall
consist of thirty-nive delegates, }one froin each of the thirty-
five repr‘ese‘n'tative aistricts. and four at lalrge.' : |
(b) The Governor of .'Pl/l.el't(} Rico shall, within thirty

days after the enactment of this Act, issue a proclamation
*ordering an election of such delegates to be held at a time
| designated in '1v:he proclamation within eight’ months after
the enactment of this Act, and providing also for precéding
primary election and for ﬁling}s by independent or nonparty
candidates; Which':pl’{)clan;at1011 shall be issued at least two
- months prior to the time of holding said pﬂmalfy election
and four months' before the date of election of such dele-
gates. The nomination, filing, and election of such dele-
gates shall be conducted, the returns made, the results
asee'rtahled; aﬁd the. certificates”of persons elected to such
conventio;l issued in the same m—ahn{;r, as neariy as is prac-
ﬁca’ble as is prescribed by thé laws regu’-**1g nominations
and elections,of‘ members of the .Legislatureo} Puerto Rico.
Src. 3. (a) The deleégates to the corivention so-elected
shall meet at the capital of Puerto Rfeq on th;zﬁ‘rst Tuesday
foﬂ‘owing the thirtieth day after their election, unless' that
date should occur during a session of the Legislature of
Puerto ‘Rico, in which event the constitutional convention
sha]l‘ convene on the first Tuesday followihg ,édjqumment

g

of the legislative session. After organization, ‘he delegates

£
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1 thereto shall declare on behalf of the people of the proposed

-2 Etate that they adopt the Constltatlon of the United Stafes, |

3
4

'Whereupon the said convention shall form a constitution and
State government for the proposed State.

| (b) The oonstitut;ion shall be republican in form, shall
make no distinction in civil or political rights on account of

race or color, shall not be repugnant to the Co..titution of

_the United States and the principles of the Declaration of

-

Indepehden(:ﬂ and shall provide that no person who advo-

cates or who alds or belongs to any party, orgamzamon

or assocntlon Whloh advoo‘xtes, the overthrow by force or
violence of the government of the State of Puerto Rico or
of the United States shall be qualified to hoid any public

office of trust or profit under the State constitution. Said

oonventlon shall provide in sa1d constitution:

l’n,st. That perfect freedom of religious worshlp shall bé

seouréd, and’ that no inhabitant of said State shall ever bé -

molested in person or property on account of his or her mode. -

of religious 'worship.

Second. That said State and its people do agree and :
declare that they forever disclaim all right and title te any -
'landé or other property mot granted or confirmed to thé :

State or its political subd1v181ons by_or undur the authorlty =

of this Act, the right or title to ‘which is held by the Umted

‘States or is subject to disposition by the United States; that--
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all such lands or other property, belongiﬁg to the United

- States, shall be and remain under the shsolute Jurisdiction -

and control of the United ‘States until disposed of under
its authonty, except to such extent as the Congress has
prescribed or may heleaftel prescribe; and that no taxes

shall be 1mposed by sald State upon any lands or other

-property now owned or hereaftel acquired by the Umted

States, except to such extent as‘the Congress has prescribed

_or may hereafter prescribe. ©

Third. That authority is granted to and acknowledged

in the United States for the exercise by the Congress of

the United States of the power of exclusive leglslatlon as

ptovided by a,mcle 1, sectlon 8, clause 17, of the Oonetltu- ,
tion of the Umted States in a]l cases Whatsoever over'such
tracts or parcels of land as are now owned-by the United

Statés and held for military, air, naval, or coast guard pur-

poses, whether reserved or acquired by purchase, conidemna-
tion, donation, or exchange; saving, however, to the State
of Puerto Rico the right to serve civil or criminal i)l'ocess
within the limits of the aforesaid reservations in suits or
prosecutions for or on aceount of rights acquired, obligations
incuried, or crimes committed In said State, but outside of
said reservation; and the legislative assembly is authorized

and directed to enact any law necessary and i)roper to give

effect to this article.
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Fourth. That “Rhe debts and liabjlities of Puerto Rico

shall be assumed and paid by said State and all debts owed
to Puerto Rico shall by collected by said State. -
Fifth.. That provismn shall be made for the establish-

ment and maintenance of a system of pubhe schools, which
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government of Pr.. o Rico.

_ceding sentuoce,

shall he open to all children ot said gtate a,nd flee flom
sectarian control.

| Slxth That all p10v1smns of tlm Act reselvmg rights
or powers to the United States, as Well as those presc-nbmg.
the terms or conditions of the grants of lands or other pfop— ‘
Erty herein made to said State, are consented to fully by
~aid State and its people. |

Seventh. That the lands and other property belonging
to citizens of the United States residing wi.tho.ut said State
shall never be‘ taxed at 4 higher rate than the lands and
other pro“pérty belonging to residents thereof.

Smc. 4. The State of Puerto Rico aﬁd its political sub-
divisions 1'espeétively, shall have !axﬂd retain title to all prop-
mty, real and personal, tltle to which is in Puelto 1{'1_(:6—01
any of the sab(hwsmns, and -is heleby granted title to all
property, real and personal, that ismow (pursuant to section
" of the Act of M -\ 2, 1917) under the control éf the

Except as p10v1ded o pre-

he Umted States shall retain title to all
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property, real and personal, to which it has title, includ'mg
“wublic lands. | |

SEC. 5. (~a) After a constitution and Sté%éw;govemlﬁgnt /
have been formed in compliance with the provisions of this
Act, the convention fmnnng the same shall provide by
ordihanée for submitting said conStitutioﬂ, for 1'atiﬁcation' or’
i'ejéction, to the people of said proposed State af an .election

to be held at a date to be fixed by said convention;~which -

shall be not more than one hundred days from the date of

its adjournment,. at which election the citizens of said pro-
posed State who are qualified to vote for members of the
Legislature of Puerto Rico shall vote directly fbr or against
.the proposed constitut_idn. The returns-of said election shall-
be made to the Governor of Pue\rto Rico,/ﬁvl?o shall cause 't‘he
same to be canvassed in the :dmnner provided by law for the
canvass of votes cast»ivn general elections in Puerto Ricb. It
a majority of the legal votes cast at said election shall re-
ject the constitution, the Governor }of_ 1?uer1_;o Rico shall, by
proclamation, _, order Eﬂé__éahéfittltional convention to re-
assemble at a date not Vla_teyr tha.nwforty days after the votes
havé 'beén canvassed as Aherein provided, and theréafter a

\ ' . - )
new \CODStltllthIl may be formed by such convention and

the same proceedings shall be taken in regard thereto in

-~

like manner as if said constitution were being originally-pre-

—

pared for ‘submri‘ssio"n and rsubrhit:ted-te the people: Provided,
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That not more than two ele(_*t-ions} shall be held under the
authority of this paragraph, o |
(b) . When. saild constitution shall have been duly ratified
b) the people of Pue1t0 Rl(’(), as aforesaid, by a majonty of
the legal votes cqst at an election held pursuant to this sec-
tion, a certified copy of the same shall be submitted by the
va_erner of Puerte Riee through the .President of the United
States to the ongless for apploval together with a state-
ment of the votes cast thereon.

(c) If the Congress apploves said constltumon it shall

s

Governor of Puerto Iuco, who'$hall within thn‘ty days afteli"
receipt of such mnotification Zf)"om the President issue a proc—.

lamation” for the election of all State and other officers pro-
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~ vided for in .said constitution, including members of the
16

State legislature, saidelection to take place not earlier than

‘two moaths nor later than six months after the date of issu-

e

ance of said proclamation by the Governor.

(d) If the Oongless shall dlsfmprm—eﬁzrrd’?ciﬁs/tﬁtmn,

such d1sapprova1 shall be eertlﬁed by the President to the

Govemor of Puerto Rico, with the 'Ob]thIOIlS to the pro-

| posea const1tut10n ‘the Governor thereupon by proclamation

shall order the consmtumon(ﬂ convention to 1eassemble at a
date not Iater than forty days after 1eee1pt of such notlﬁca—' ’

tlon and thereafter a, new consntui;l(m shali-be - formed and
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the same proceedings shall be taken in regard thereto in

“like manner as if said constitution were being originally

prepared for submission and submitted to the people: Pro-

vided, That not more than one election shall be held under the

' authO}lty of this paragraph.

SEC. 6. (a) The constitutional convention shall by ordi-
nance provide that in case of ratification of the constitution
by the people and in case the Congress approves the same,

an election shall be held at the time named in the proclama-

- tion of the Governor of Puerto Rico hereinbefore provided,

at which election officers fo: a full State go;*ernment, in-
cludlng a governor; members of the Sta ite legislature, nine
Representatlves (all of w hom until and unless otherwise
required b‘y the constitution or laws of said.State, shall be.
eleétéd at laro~e)', and two Senaters m the 00110‘1‘e§s»0f the
Umted States to he elected at Luoe from said State, ~and |
such othe1 oﬁicels as the comtltution shall. plescnbe shall
be chosen' by the qualified voters of Puerto Rico. Unless the

constitutional convention shall by ordinance otherwise pro-

. vide, such election, and an antecedent primary election, shall

be held, and th‘ev ;'etti1'1ls ﬂwr’eof md’dc, ycah'\'fzi‘ssed', and cer--
tified by the canvassing board, in the same manner, aé
neallv as’ plactlcable as 1s now pleqcubed by law for the
nommatwn filing, and election, and canvass and -cer tlﬁcatlon

of election of membersof the, ALeglslature of Puerto Rico.

L4
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When such State and other officers and members of the T

State legislature and the Representatives and Senators in

the Congress of the United States shall be so elected and
the r&uins theréof made, canvassed, and certified as herein
provided, the Governor of Puerto Rico shaﬂ c'e.r'tify the
result of said election to the. President of the Umte_d States, -

who shall thereupon immediately issue his proclamation an-.

nouncing the result of said election so ascertained, and upon

_the issuance of said proclamation by the President of the

United States the State of Puerto Rico shall be deemed

admitted by Congress into the Union by virtue of this Act,

on an. equal footing with each of the other States of the

in the Congress of the United States so elected and certified

shall thereupon be entitled to seats in the House of Repre-

sentatives and Senate of the United States and to all of the

1'ightsan'dvp1'ivileges of Representatives and Senators therein.
Until the missuance of said 1)1‘0‘claﬁiation by the Pres.’vide/nt‘ of
the United States and until -s-aid State is so ,ad/mitted into
the Union and said officers are elected and qualiﬁed under
the provisions of the’ACdnstitutio_ln, all of the officers of Puerto
Rico, incluéiné the i{esident Commissioner, shall continue to
discharge ,the dutiesj of said respective oﬂi'éeé,in anda for
Puerto Rico. | |

H.R.9247—9
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~ (b) Upon admission of Puerto Rico as a State as herein

- provided and upon electior and qualification of the officers
of the State goverpménf formed in pursuance of and in

accordance with the provisions of sa1d constitution, said

oﬂicels shall fmthmth proceed to exercise all of the dutles
and functions of their 1'espeeot1ve offices; and all of the laws

of Puerto Rico in force therein at the time of admission of

said State into the Union shall be and continue in full force

and_effect throughout said State except as modified or
changed by this Act, or'by the constitution of the State,"

or as thereafter modified or changed by the legislature “of

the State. All of the laws of the United States shall have

-

‘the same force and effect within said State as eisewhere

within the United States.

~(c) The State of Puertoc Rico upon its admission into

- the Union shall be entitled to nine Representatives until the

taking effect of the next reapportionment, and such Repre—
sentatives shall be in addition to the membership of the
House of Representatives as now plescnbed by law: Pro-
vided, That such tempmaly mmease in the membelbhlp of
the House of ° .eplesentatlves shall not affect the basis of
apportlonment estabhshed by the Act of N ovember 15, 1941
(55 Stat. 761; 2 U. 8. O, sec. 2a), for the Flghtv—thud
Congress and each Congress tnereaftev'

v e . e e e

SEO 7 The sum of $100 OOO or S0 much theleof as
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may be necessar Iy, is hereb - authonzed to be appropnated

out of any money in the T1easu1y of the United States not
otherwise appropriated, for defraying the expenses of the
elections provided for in this Act and of the convention, and

for the payment of the members and officers and emI'JIOyees}

thereof under the same rules and regulations and at the same

rates as are provided in the case ef membel‘é of the Legisla-
ture of Puetto Rieco, and the disbursements ef the money
appropriated by this seetlen shall be made by the Treasurer
of Puelto Rico.

SEc. 8. Dﬁeetlve upon the adrmssmn of the State of

; Puelto Rico mto the Union—

(a) the State of Puerto Rico shall constitute 8

jhdicial district within the first jﬁcheial circuit, to be
“known as the /_Distr.i.et of Puerto Rico;

(b) the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Puerto Rico. established by and existing under
title 28 ef the United States Code shall thenceforth be
a cowrt of the United States with judicial power derived
from article IIT, sectioh 1, of the Constitution of the
United States Provided, however That the term of
office of the district Judge for. the Dlstnct of Puerto RICO
then in- office shall terminate upon the eﬁectlve date
of this seetmn and the President, pmsuant to sections

138 and 184 of t1t1e 28, Umted States Code, as amended
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by this Act, shall ;Lppoint, By and with the advice and
consent of fhe S-enate, a district judge for the said dis-
trict who shall hold office during good behavior;

{c) s11bseetion () of section 184 of title 28, United
States Code, is amended by striking out “and Puerto
Rico” wherever appearing therein.

Smc. 9. Effective upon the admission of the State of
Puerto Rico into the Union—

(a) the first paragraph of sectic-338 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended by inserting after the
words “and_resiling within the continental United
States,” the words “or in Puerto Rico” ;’ and

(b) the second parag’raph' of section 451 of title
28, United States Code, is amended by striking out the
words “including the District Courts of the United States
for the Dlstllets of Hawaii md Pue rto Rico,” |
SEc. 10. (a) No action, case, proceedmg, or matter

pending in any court of Pucrte Rico, or in the Umted States ,

,' District Court for Puelto Rico, shall abate by reason of the

admission of said State into the Union, but the same shall
he tl'ansfe1‘1'ed' to and; proceeéed VVlth in such appropriate'
State courts as Sha]l be established under the constitution
to be thus formed, or shall contmue in tbe United States
Dlstnct Court for the District of Puerto Rico, as the nature

of the case may require. And no indictment, action, or pro-
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ceedings shall abate by reason of any change in the courts,
b-ut shall be proceeded within the State or tUnifed Btates
conrté according to the laws thereof, respectively. And the
’a,ppropr’iate Sfate courts shall beithe successors of the cowrts

of Puerto Rico as to all cases arising within the limits

‘embraced within the jurisdiction of such courts, respectively,

with full power to proceed with the same, and award mesne
or final process the;fein,‘ and all the files, records, indictments,
and proceedings relating to any such cases shall be transferred
to such appropriate State courts, snd the same shall be pro-
ceeded with therein in due course of law. |

(b) All civil qausés of action and all criminal offenses
which shall have aﬂsen or heen cvommitted'.prior to the

admission of said State, but as to which no suit, action, or

| prosééution shall he pending at the date of such admission,

shall be subject to prosecution in the appropriate State courts
! 4

or in the United States District Court for the District of i

- Puerto Rico in like manner, to the same extent, and with

like right of appellate review, as if said State had been

created ;hdv said State cowts had been established prior
to- the accrual bf such céyuses -of ‘a.ct‘ion-v or the cOrrunission
of such offenses; and such of said criminal offenses as shall
have heen committed against the laws of Puerto Rico shall ”
be ‘tried and punished by the appropriate cowrts of said

State, and such as shall have been committed against the

v
\
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iaws of the United States_shall be tried and‘pu,nished/in the
United States District Court for the District of Puelto Rico.
SEc. 11. Palt]CS shall have the same ughts of appeal
from and appellatea review of final decisions. of the United
States District Court for Puerto Rico or the Supreme Oourf
of Pue‘rto‘ Rico in any case finally decided prior to admis-
sion of said State 111t0 the Union, whether or not an appeal
therefrom shall have been perfected prior to such admis-
sion, and the United States C(;ul't, of Appeals for the First
Circuit and the Supreme Court of ﬁhe United States snall

have the same ]'urisdiction therein, as by law provided prior

to admission of szud State into the Union, and any mandate

~ 1ssued subswuent to the admission of szud State shall be

to the United States District Court for the District of Puerto

Rico or a court of the State, as may be appropriate. Parties

~.hall have the. same rights. of appeal from and appellaté

review of all judgrﬁents and decrees of‘ the United States
Distriet Court for the District of Puerto Rico, and of the
State court which is the successoi‘.'t‘o the Supreme Court of
Puerto Rico, in any Case{pend-i”ng at the time of admission
of said State into the Un-i(.)n,‘ and the United States Cpﬁrt
of Appeals for the First Circuit and the Stlpi*eme Court
of the United States shall have the same jurisdiction-therein,
as by law provided in any case ausmo subsequent ‘to the

admlsswn of said State into the Umon




1 Sec. 12. Effective upon the admission of the State of
% Puerto Rico into the Unfon—

3 (2) title 28, United States Code, section 1252, 1,

4 amended by excluding Puerto Rico from the ,ztppli;
5 cation of the clause relating' to courts of record;
6 () titie 28, United States Code, section 1293,
T is amended by striking out the words “First and Ninth
-8 Circuits” and by inserting in lien thereof “Ninth Cir-
9 cuit”’, and by striking out the words “supreme courts
10 of Puerto Rico and Hawaii, respectively” and ’inserting
11 in liew wereof “supreme court oFHaV—vaii”;

12— (o) title 28, United States Code, section 1294, is

13 amended by striking out paragraph (8) thereof;

14 (d) the first paragraph of section 373 of title 28,
15~ TUnited States Code, is amended by striking out the
) 16 words “United States District Court for the districts of
17 Hawaii or Puerto Rico,” and inserting in lieu thereof
8 - the W’ora's ““United States ADistric_t Court for the Disti‘ict ’
19 of Hawaii,”: Provided, That the amendmeqté made by |
20~ this subsection shall not affect the rights of any judge
21 - or justice who may have retired ’before the effective date
22 of this subsection. |

23 SEC. 13. All Iwws of Puerto Rico in force 'fhe}'eill at

24 the time of its admission into the Union shall continue in

25 force in the State of Puerto Rico, except as modified or
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changed by this Act or by the constitution of the State,
“and shall be suhject to repeal or amendment by the Legis-
;a'ture of the State of Puerto Rico; and the laws of the

United States shall have the same force and effect within

S I S JC B Rt

the said State as elsewhece within the United States.

(=]

SEc. 14. The first paragre h of section 2 of the Fed-

=1

eral Reserve Act (38 Stgt -252) is amended by striking
8 out the last sent,ev,nce thereof and inserting in lieu of such
9 sentence the following: “When a‘vny State is hereafter ad-
10 mitted to the Union the Federal Reserve districts shall be =~ -
11 yeadjusted by . %oald of Governors of 1*2 Fede:al-Re- |
12 serve System in such manner as to include such State Evgfy
13 npational bank in any State shall, upon commencing business
14 or within ninety days after admission into the Union of
15 the State in which it is ?.écated become a member bank of
~16—the Federal 1{eselve System by subscribing and paying for
17 stock in the Federal Reserve bank of its district in accord-
18 ance Withfthe provisions of this Act and shall thereupon
19 ‘be an insured bank under section -12B of this Act, and
20 fzslure to do so shall subject such bank to the ‘penalty pro-

21 ,vided by the sixth pari-lgi'aph of this section.”
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A BILL.

To provide for the admission of Puerto Rico
| into the Union.

'
T

By Mr. Batuey -

JuLy 26,1950
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands




