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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Jury 10, 1930

Mr Lopestws introduced the folloaving bitl: which was referred to the Conm-
mittee on Insalar Afairs

A BILL

Mownend an et entitled A Net to provide woetvil govern-
ment for Puerto Ricoo and for other purposes". approved

March 2. 1917,

Whereas the people of the Territory of Puerto Rico have e-
quested from Congress that Puerto Rico hecome a State,
and be admitted to the Union of the United States of Amer-
ten. and that legislation he enacted anthorizing the people

of Puerto Rico to frame their own constitution : and

Whereas the legislature of the Territory of Puerto Rico has re-
quested from Congress, on April 15, 1934, that pending the
admission of sald Territory of Puerto Rico as a State of the
Union, the et providing for a eivil government for Puerto
Rico, approved March 2, 1917, he amended to improve the

general conditions of their internal life: Therefore
1 De it eaacted by the Senate and House of Repiesenta-

2 tives of the United States of dmerica in Congress assembled,
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1 That seetion 3 of the MNet entitled A Aet te provide a
o eivil woveriment for Puerto Rico, and for other purposes™,
5 besand ix hereby s anended 1o read as follows:

{ i, That no export diuties shall be Jevied or col-
5 dected onexports from Puerto: Rieog but tazes and assess-
i ments on property. feous tases, internal revenue, and
7 leense fees il ovadies for franelises, privileges, and cor-
8 vessions iy be fnposed for the purposes of the insular and
9 wmpieipal governtents pespeetively, axomay be provided
10 and detied b the leeidatire of Puerio Ricor and when
11 peeessary to anticipate taxes and revennes, honds and other
12 «»hMg‘:‘n‘“iT»—ﬁ; nay e iawed by Puerto Rico or any municipal
13 mevernent therein as mny be provided by Taw, and to pro-
yyo e the }lHMiﬁ' credil s Dreovided, howerer, That no puh]i(-
1., dndebtednes: of Prerto Rieoa amd the mnieipalifies of San
ti Jwan, Ponee, and Mavaenes chall lw allowed in rxeess of
1, 10 per centin of the ageregnte tav valiation of its property,
i and oo pullie dndebtedness of auy ether wabdivision or
to tmnicipality of Puerto Rico shall hereaffer be allowed in
e eviess of T oper cenfing of the nggregate tax valuation of the
a1 property o any suel subdivision or mmmicipality, and all

oo bouds dsred by the government of Puerto Rico or hy its

P e

v anthority <l be exempt from taxation by the Governtent

a3 of the United States or hy the goverment of Puerto Rico,
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or of any politieal or municipal sabdivision thereof, or by
any State. Territory, oc possession, or hy any county . munici-
pality. or ether menicipal subdivision of any State, Territory.,
or possessionr of the Tnited Statesc or by the Distriet of
Colnmbia, T computing the indebteduess of the people of
Puerto Rico. numicipal houds for the payment of interest
and primeipal of which the good taith of the people of Prerto
Rico has leretofore been pledeed and bonds issued by the
people of Puerte Rieo seenred by bonds to an equivalent
anionnt of honds of mnpicipal corporations or school hoards
of Puerto Rico shail vot be counted. but all howds herealter
issued by any nmuicipality or subdivision within the 7 per
centunt herehy authorized for which the good faith of the
peaple of Puerto Rico ix pledged shall he counted.

STPhat dhe internalrevenne axes levied by the Legis-
Iatnre of Puerto Rieo in pursianee of the snthority gented
by thi= Net on articles, goods. warese or werchandise may
e Jevied and eollected as snele Tegishiture may diveet, on
the articles subjeet to sid tax, as soon as the saine m;v
nnntaetared, <old, used, or hroueht nto the w<land: Pro-
celed, That no diserinination be made between the articles
imported from the United States or foreign countries and
similar avticles produced or manufactured i Puerto Rico,

The oilivials of the eustoms and postal services of the
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[nited States are hereby diveeted o asda the appropriate
officials of the Puerte Blean government b the eollections
of these taxes)”

See. 2, Seetion 12oof the aforesaid Vet b owmnended o
read as follows:

Sec. 120 That the supreme exeeutive power shadl be
vested i an exeentive officer, whose official title <hall be the
Governor of Paerto Rico, e <hmll be appointed by the
President. by and with the adviee aud consent of the senate,
and hold his oflice at the pleasure of the President and antil
lits ~ecess<or is chosen and qualified. e shall have general
<upervision aud control of wll the department< and bureass
of the government i Puerto Rico, <o far as is not ineon-
st<tent with the provisions of this Net. and shall e cotnmn-
der in chicl of the wilitia, e ny grant pardons and pe-
prieves andd renit fines for otfenses ngaiist the Taws of Puerts
Rico. and respites for all offenses against the Tows of the
United States unfil the decision of the President can e aseer-
tained, and may veto any legiskition enneted as hereinadter
provided.  He shall conmmission ait officers that hie iy be
anthorized to appoint. He shiall be responsible for the faith-
ful execution of the faws of Paerto Rico and of the Uniied
States applicable in Puerto Rico, and whenever it becones
necessary lie may eadl apon the commanders of the military

and naval forees of th\j United States in the slad, suinmon

BEST AVAILABLE GOPY
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the posse comitatuse or eall on the militia, to prevent or
suppress lawless violenee, invasion, insuereetion. or rebellion,
or imirent danger thereol, when the public <afety requires it
suspend the privilege of the wyit of habeas corpus, or place
e iskd or any part theveol, inder wartial Inw matl com-
niniention ean be had with the President and the President’s
decision therein made known, e shadl anneadlyve and a
el other times ax e may be yequived. make official report
of the transuenions of the government of Puerto Rico to the
exeettive departient of the Govermmnent of the United States
to e designated by the President as herein provided, and his
said anpmal veport shiall be transmitted to Congress, and he
<hall perform such additional duties and funetions ax may,
in pursiaiuee of Tow, be delegated to him by the President.

“ At the genersl elections to e hield in Puerto Rico
the first Tresday after the first Monday in November, and
thereatier at cach general eleetion the qualified electors of
Puerto Rico shall eleet the Governor. who shall qualify as
steh on the fivse Monday ol JJanmary of the suceeeding vear,
and upon sueh qualification. the office of the appointed Goy-
crnor shall cense snd terminate, A Lieutenant or Viee
Governor <hall also, ot such time. be elected for a term of
fonr years under fike conditions. He shall act as Governor

i tase of a vaeanev, the temporary absence or removal,

resigiiztion, or disahility of the Governor, auel shall exercise
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all the powers and perform all the duties of e Governor,
during such vacancy. disability, or absence.  The Licurenant
er Viee Governor shall im the ex officio President of the
Senate and <hall receive sucl snlm‘y‘zlﬁ the Legislature of
Puerto Rico may determiue, The Governor and the Lieuten-
ant or Viee Governor thus elected shall hold their oftices {or a
term of four years aud until their saecessors have been
elected and shall have qualified.

“The elected Governor herein provided for may be im-
peached by the Tnsular Howe of Representatives, and on
trial by the Dusular Seuate may be removed by a two-thivds
vote of that body for :m“\" nupeachment cause.  Judgnient
i cases of mpeachment shall not extend further than to
removal from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy
any office of lionor, trust. or profit in Puerto Rico, but the
party couvieted shall uevertheless e iable and subject to
indictmert, trial, judgment, aud punishient, according to
faw.™

Sec, S That section 13 of sald et to provide a ci\\il
goverument for Puerto Rieo is hereby wmended to read us
follows: V

sSEc, e That the following exeentive departinents are
heveby ercated: A departiaeni of jusiice. the iead of which
shadl he designated as the attorney zenerals a departinent

of linance, the Licad of whielr shall be dedgnated as the




ORIy

treasurer: a departiuent of the interior, the head of which
shall be designated ax the conunissioner of the interior: a
deparument of edueation. the hewd of whicl <hall be desioe-
nated as the commissioner of education: s departient of
agricultare and commerce, the hiead of whielr <hadl he desip-
nated we the comtissiouer of ;t;gl'i(‘llh\““v Aid comree
department of Libor, the hiead of whieh shall be decioneed

ax the comudssioner of labors o department of health, dhe

head of swhicl <hadl be designared ax the compiissioner of
health: and o depuriinent of ~ociad wellawre, the head of
which shall be designated o+ the comissioner of soctad
welfare,

“The bewds of depavtments shall be apveinted by the
clected Governore by and with the advice aud consent of
the Senate of Puerto Rico, for the term of fowr vears, and
antil thelr sueeessors are appointed aind gualitied,  nnfess
cooner remwoved by the elected Governor,

“Hewds of departnents chadl veside e Puerto fico
during their official inewmbeney.,

“The heads of departments shall (V'ullecti\'o!y fortn o
cottieil 1o the Governor, known as the esveutive couneil,
They shall perforns under the generad supervision of the
Governor” the duties hereinadter preseribed or which nay
hereafter be preseribed by faw and sueh othier duties o

inconsistent with law as the Governor, with the approval
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of the President. may us}xi;rn to them: and they shall muke
anmual and suchother reports to the Governor ax he may
require. which shall he transmitied to the exeeutive depart-
wient of the Government of the United States to be desig-
mated by the President as herein provided: Provided. That
the duties herein imposed upon the heads of departinents
shall not carry with them additional compensation,”™

Sec, 4, That seetion 29 of the Orennie Aet of Puerto
Rico be, and the sane is hereby, amended to read as follows:

“SEee. 29, The next election in Puerto Rico <hall he
held the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November
1940, At sueh election there shall be chosen senators,
representatives, two Resident Commissioners to the United
States, ax herein provided. Thereafter the elections <hall
he held on the first Toesday after the first Monday i
Novemher, beginning with the vear 1944, and every four
vears therenfter. The qualified voters of Puerto Rico shall
at the next general eleetion and thereafior choose two Resi-
dent  Commissieners to the United States. whose term of
office <hall be four years from the third of January follow-
ing siteh general election. and who shall be entitled 1o
receive official recognition ax sueh Connissiouers by all
the departinents of the Government of the United States,
npon preseitation. through the Departnient of State. of =«

vertificate of eleetion of the Governor of Paerto Rico.  The
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fivst candidate in the badlot ine of the Resddent Comnission-
ers shall receive wosadary, payable monthiy by the United
Ntaies, of XI0000 per aunvren This first Connuissioner <hall
be allewed the s for stationery and for the payment of
necessary elerk Bive, ae is now aflowed 1o Members of the
Howse of Representatives of the United States: and - this
lirst Conuntssioner <hall be allowed the s of <8500 s
mileage {or cach session of the Honse of Representatives and
the frapking privilege aranted to Members of  Congress,
The weeond Resident Commissioner in fine <hiall receive o
salaryvy payable monthiy by the goveriment of Puerto Rieo,
of sl().ﬁm(ﬁ per apnnny ad S5.000 more for the necessary
elerk hire and =500 as wileage for exch session . ol the
House of Representatives aud S250 for the stationery and
frauking privileges as used by Members of Congress. No
persot <hall be eligible to eleetion ax Resident Conunissioner
who i not g Dong fide citizen of the United SMates and who
i~ pot wore than twenty-live vears of ages and who does
pot remd and write the Enelish bowuanee, Tooense of a
vacatiey i the offive of Resident Conmmissioner by death.
resignation. or otherwise, the Governor, by and with the
adviee amd consent of the senate,s <hall appoint & Resident
Conpriesdoer to Gl the vacauey, who shall serve until the
X
nest eeneral eleetion ad unti! his sueeessor is eleeted and

radificd,”
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SEC. Do Paragraph 1 of seetion 20 of said Aet to pro-

vide a civil government for Puerto Rico ix hereby amended

to read as folows:

“That there shall he appointed by the Governor of
Puerto Rico by and with the advice and consent of the
schiate of Puerto Rico. an naditor. at an annial salary of
RG.000 for o terms of Yoy vears and until his successor is
appointed  and  qualified. who <hall examine. audit. :m‘d
scttle all necounts pertaining o the revenues and receipts,
from whatever sonree. of the government of Puerto Rico
and of wnieipal governments of Puerte Ricol ineluding
pubdic and trust funds derived from bond issies: and aadit,
i accordanee swith Lo and adiinisteanve regubetions, all
expenditures of funds or property pertaining to or held
trust by the government of Puerto Rico or the municipali-
ties or indepeideneies thereofs He shiall perforne o like duny
with respect to ali ,Q(D\“(“l‘milu‘“lli branchies,”

SEC. G, Section 500 ol the aforesaid Met s hereby
aended to read as follows:

“The terms of ofliee of senators and representatives
elected at any general eleetion shiall Te four vears, comnene-
ing on the 2d day of Janpary following the date upon which
stich election was helde Tnense of @ vaceaney in the office
of auy setator or representative oceurring by reason of death,

resighation, or otherwise, the Governor upon the recon-
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mendation of the eentral directing conunittee hending the
political party of which sl senator or representative was
a nember when eleeted. <hall appoint a senator or repre-
sentative from sucl political party to fill sueh vacaney who
Slad! hold offiee for the reninder of the terne for whieh
hix predecessor wae elected. No senator or representative
so clected or appointed <halls during his tenure of office.
be appointed to any eivil office under the government of
Puerto Rico. and no sueh sevator or representative ~hall he
eligible for appeintiment to auy oflice ercated during his
tenre of offiec, uutil the expirniion of two veare after the
dite upon which bis ternn of office shall have expired.”

Secs 7o That paragraplis +and 15 of seetion 34 of said
Aet to provide a dvil governent for Puerto Rico is hereby
anended to read as follows:

tRecs s34l That the enacting clase ol the Taws shaai
be, as to Aets, *Be it enacted by the Legislature of Pueito
Rico’. and as to juint resolutions. “Be it resolved by the
Legistatare of Puerto Rieo.”  Except as hereinafter provided.
bills and joint resolutions may originate ju either house,  The
Governor shall subiie at the opening of each regulur session
of the legislature a budget of receipts aud expenditures, which
shall be the basi< of the ensuing annual appropriation bifl.
Sudd appropriation bill shiall etnbrace the estimated receipts

aud expenses hevenafter provided.  No bill shall becowe »
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law wntil it he passed incach house by a mujority yeu-
and=nay vote of all the members belonging 1o sueh hense
aned entered npon thejournal aud be approved by the Ges-
erner within ten dayvs thereafter. I when a bill that has
been passed s presetited to the Governor for his signatire
he approves the same, he shall sign i o i not. he shall
retirn ft. with his objections, to the house i which @t
origitated, which hense shall enter his objections at loge
o its journal and proceed to reconsider it. I after sueh
reconsideration, two-thirds of all the mewbers of that howse
<hall agree 1o pass thie sane it shall be went. together with
the objections to the other honse, by whicls it <hall Tikewise
be reconsidered. and it approved by two-thirds of all the
members of that house, it shadl beeome law the same as if
it had been approved by the Governor. The vote of cach
house shizdl be by veas and uavs and the nanes of the mew-
bers voting for ani sguinst shall be entered on the journsl,
Hoany B shall not be returned by the Governor within
ten dayvs (Sundays excepted) atter w0 <hail have been pre-
sented to i, it shall be a law in fike mamier as 1 he had
signed it wless the legislatare by :uljnm'mnvm-pl'vvemw
its return, in which ease it shall be o law if signed by the
Governor within thirty days after receipt by hime: other-
wise it shall not be o law. Al laws enacted by the Legis-

atare of Paerto Rico <hiall be reported to the Congress of
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the Tnited States, as provided inoseetion 23 of this Aet.
videh Dievreby reserves the power and authority to annul
the same, [t the terintnation of any fiseal vear the appro-
privtoin neee »"-:H‘)‘g'l«.‘ul“ the suppoit of the government for the
ettt fiseal vear <hadl not leove heen made, the several
stis appropriaied i the dast appropriation lls for the
ghijcets aud purposes therein specilied. so far as the same

1 i !

iy he applienbies shad! be deemed to be reappropriated

ftei by dtem: and antl the legislature <hall act in such

i

beladi tie treasures mayv, with the adviee of the Governor,
nike the paymenis necessary for the purposes aloresaid.
“The general appropriation bill <hall embrace the esti-
psited reevipts we determined by the treasurer of Puerto
Rico consistent with the existing sourees of income and the
revenne fws which the Legiskuure of Puerto Rico may pass.
anel all .fnNn'«r]»l“i:ntinn\lm' the ordinary expenuses of the exeeu-
tive, legislive, and judiciad departinenis, and ageneies, de-
pendencivs, connuissions or bodies, of the fnsaler govern-
enit, and for the payvient of interest on the public debt, 1t
shadl also cmibrace appropriations for the works and serviees
which due to their nature and wraeney shondd be carried ont
and rendered during the tiseal vear to whiel suid appropria-
tiowr bill refers, AL other appropriations shall e made by

separaie bills, each embracing but one subject.
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“The house of representatives shall have the =ole power
of Tpeachment : but the vote of two-thirds of all members
preseit <hall be required to fmpeach any officer:s aud all -
peselunents shall be tried by the senafe.  When sitting for
that purpose the ~enators <hall he apen oath or aflirnation,
and no person shall e convieted withont the conenrrenee of
fwo-thirds of the senators present, The senate may adjourn
to-a fixed day for the frial of any fupeachment. and may sit
for the purpose of sueh trial whether the ionse of representa-
fives be in session or net, but the time fixed for sueh trial
il not e mwre than <ix months from the iime articles of
tmpeachient shall he preferred by the house of representa-
tives.  The ehier jastice shall preside at all tiad by Dpeach-
ment,  The Governor and Lientensnt Governor <hadl e
lahle to inmipeachment for sy misdemesnor o oflice, b
jndetent inosaeh eases <hadl extend only to removal from
oflice, and dispmlification to hold any office of houor, trust,
or profit neder the snlar g‘nwrmm‘n : but the party con
vieted or aequitted shall pevertheless be Tiable to indietment,
trial and pontsliment aceording to law,”

SEe. S, Neetion Ox 0 of the adoresaid  Aet s herehy
atnended to read as follows:

“That adl grants or franehises, rights< privileges, and

concessions of w public or quasi-public nature shall be made
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i publie=service comnission consisting of three pollie=scervice
commissioters, one who <hall he e president of the sadd
conmussion, and two assoclate commisstoners, all to he ap-
pointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the
senate, The_president of the public-<ervice comission <hall
be appoinied for a term of three vears and il his soes
cessor shall e appointed and shall have quadified : and one
of the suid assoctaie commissioners, first appoinied, <hial]
hold for a term of two veurs, and the other <hall hiold for
a term of one vear: and thereatter. caeli of waid sssoctaie
comtissioners shall hold for a term of thiree vears wd
wntil their suceessors <hall have been appoeinted and shall
have gqualified s the salary of the president of the publicservice
cortission shall be 86,000 @ vear and the said presiden
<hall devote his entive time fo the daties as sueh commis-
domer,  The compensation of the asociate wenbers, whin
Ahall also devote part time fo the daties a- el conaie
stoner, shall eavin a saley of S2000 0 veao, The :»nﬁti RO
missioni s empowered and divected o disclaroe ol e
exeentive fnnvtiﬁnx relating 1o publie werviee (“Hi“]“‘ii‘zlﬁ'mh
heretofore conderred by kiw upon the executive couneil an
such additional duties and funetions as iy be conforred
upon said comunission by the legiskture, Franelise« righte,

and privileges granted by the wid ecunnission <hiadl not be
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cffected until approved by the Governor and <hall be re-
ported to Congress. which hereby reserves the powers to
annul or to modify the same.”

Sec. 90 That seetion 40 of said Nt to provide a civil
govermuent for Puerto Rico is hereby mnended (o read as
follows:

“Sece. 400 That the judiciad power shall e vested in
thie sapreme conrt. cottposed of a ehief justice and six asso-
ciate justiees. and in the other courts and tribunals now estah-
lished and i operation under and Fyovirtue of existing laws,
The jurisdiction of said <upreme court and other courts and
tribtimals, and the torns of procedure in them. and the various
otficers and attachies thereof. shall also continue to he as now
provided untl otherwise provided by faow: Procidod, how-
ceors That the eliel jusdec and associate jostiees of the
supreme conrt shall be ;q-ppnim(“(l by the elected Governor,
by aud with the adviee and consent of the Senate of Puerto
Rico: and the Legishaure of Prerto Rieo <hall have suthority
frow thoe fo time as iU may see fit not ineonsistent with
ihis Aeto o orennize, wodifv, or reareange the court and
their jurisdiction and procedure, exeept the Distrier Conrt
of the United States for Prerto Rieo,

“That the Organic Net of Puerto Rieo, approvod Mareh

201917, be winended graning authority to the Legislature of
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Puerto Rico to fix the powers and duties of the heads of
departments thereof,”

Sec. 100 The Interstate C'ommerce Act and the several
amenduients nide or to l‘;o made thereto, the Safety Appli-
ance et and the several amendments made or to be made
therete, aud the Xet of Congress entitled “An Aet to amend
an Aet entitled “\n Met to regulate commerce’, approved
Febriary 4, 18870 and all Aets amendatory thereof, by
providing for a valuatien of the several classes of property
of carriers subjeet thereto and securing information concern-
ing their stocks. bonds. and other securities,” approved
Marceh 1. 1934 shall not apply to Puerto Rico.

SEC. 11 That seetions 24 and 43 of said Act are hereby

repealed.

HORT11——2




ez H, R, 7117
A BILL

To nmend an Act entitled “An Act to provide
a civil government for Puerto Rico, and for
other purposes™ approved Mareh 2, 1917.

By Mr. Teresias

Jury 10, 19839
Referred fo the Committep on Insular Affairs




