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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNETED STATES

Frprvany 24 (catendar dayve Nenn 20 1oy

Vi Typixas introduced the following Bitbo whies s vend tawee w8 e
to the Committee on Tervitoree < and Tn-vlar Ml

AN 38 )

o provide for o relerendimn i Puorto Rieo an the grestion ol
mdependence, o provide for corving bointe etlecr, and tor

other purposes,
! De it cnaelid Do the Sonal TR ERTR T I NI T
Soteesof the Thuded Stades o) L crecr o U ress cosse el ol
2 TITLE T
3 REFERENDUNM IN PUERTO RIcooN INDEIENDD NG
. SECrioN, b There <hodl Beoonbanird ro b I».n[x‘*.- 0]

Puerto Rico at o ~pecial cloctions 1o be Bield o the s

T Tuesday following the fist Moneday oo Novenbor 1057 he
+ following question to he voted onc by seerer written ballog:
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“shall the people of Puerto Rico he sovereign

2 - iudependent !
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Yes | ]
No [
PUBLICATION OF ACT

SEe. 2.0 The U‘m'm'nnr of Puerto Rico is hereby suthor
zed and divected to canse to be prepared a correet
Intion of thix et mto the Spanish Taguage, e shall eane
copies ol thix Neto in English and Spanish, to be con
spicnously and - continwously posted in sl public pliee
in Puerto Rico for at Teast thirty ealendar davs hetore said
clection and shall simikoly eanse copies to he published 1
all newspupers in Pierto Rico of weneral eirenlation. He
<hall take appropriate measures to inxare that the provision-
of this et are made known o persons unable to read, eider
by radio hroadeast or otherwise,

ENISTING LAWS TO COVERN D EXPENSES

Seco S0 N s applicable o <aid regular eleetion
meluding the fows govermnge the qualifieation and registra
ton of electors and the wadeguarding of elections, shall appl:
to ~ald referendwm, The Legistature of Puerto Rico shial!
provide for the  necessary expenses neident to said

referendun,
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ACNOUNCEMENT OF PESULT . I EaT
Sres 4 Ater <atd eleetion <hall have Heen hield and
the results thereof duly aseortained, the Governor of Pucrio
Rico shall certifyv to the President of the United Sates the
result of the vote v said referendum, I a majority of the
votes east in sard referenduns wre o the atfirmative, then
the President shall <o procioing and e TToof it Ao

shall hecome operative npon sue!

voproclammtion. o
jority of the vetes east s rorerewdum are o the neen
ive, then the President shall o prochuim, and e T ol
this Act <hall not go into effeet,
T 1!

CONVENTION TO PRAME cONSTUTUTION ol PUERTO BTdo

SECcTIos bl The Lv;t"ln'mv!lll'v b Pieveo Reo §s ‘ll«‘h'\)_\
authorized to provide tor ahe ol on of deleoires 1oy
constitutional convention  which b0 o e the Capio
Building at o Juaee ot seche tinee o the ikl ol
Puerto Rico inay ty b not Brrer thane Joe 10 19070 1o
formulate and dralt o constiation tor b Govermmens of
the Conmonwealth of Poerro Reos oo vt camdinnon
and qualificetions prosevibod ne v ies whnel S oy
cise Jurisdiedon over oI she teiory e Ao Dodie

!'Hi(}d {o ithe Unitted States ‘=><\ aocele b e he Tready o
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peace  wluded botween e United £ ates ad Spain o

)

e s day of oceember 18Y

¥ooexeepd foroae island
b andd the o and Keve oo oo dherete

wiooure of vaert Bieoall ere dde 0 he eees

CXPOes of e conventon,

CHARANCTER < REATRY IO R U A : ERIARE S P [ AR RN
e Tty "Phie ot o e b e T d
shall Bevepablican e Bt T Qs

Sadls erher as o part theveot v 0o SRSITEERNTTE g onde

thereto, contatn e slob 1 ohe % or dhini s ey oo

Huol and ('nlli]);t‘ﬂ‘ Wb o] he EENEISURIAN
Unned States over Poerto 1o

(l) \H ('M/(‘H‘- “l, lflu’l'(‘t [ ]m” [ ':i(wml\('(' K
the United Smtes,

(20 Fve o oflicer of the Covernen the Conmen
wealth of Pruerto Rico shalll Detore e o upen the dis-

charee of his daties, ke and subsevibc an oath of ofliee,
declaring. among other things, diat o vecognizes and aeeepis
the ~uprense anthortts o cnl e sy tree Laith and
alleotanee 1o the ated Sare

() Nheolure toleration of veligions sentimment <hall be
seeured wnd no habitant or religious orgamzation shall Te

miolested e person or property o account ol religious heliet

or mode of worship.
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{+) Property owned by the United States: cemeteries:
churches, and parsonages or convents appurtenant thereto:
aned all lands, buildings, and improvements wsed exelusively
v religious, charitable, or educeational purposes shall he
exempt from taxation,

() Trade relations hetwein Puerto Rico and  the
United States shall be upon the basis preseribed insection
111.

(6) The publie debt of Pacrto Rico and tis subordinate
branches <hall not exceed Tindts now or hereatter fixed by
the Congress of the United Statest and no Joans shall he
contracted in Toreign conmntries withont  the approval ol
the President of the United States,

(7) The debts, Tiabilitie<cand obligations o the presens
Government of Puerto Rico, its numieialities and st
mendalitios, valid and subsisting ot the thoe of the adoption
of the constitution, <hall he asstned and paid by the new
Government,

(8) Provision shall ne wade 1or the e~tablishient ol
naittenanee of an adeqaate systens ol prblic selioals,

(9) Vet allecting cirreney, coiiage, BHports. exports,
and Bmigration <hall not become low antibapproved by the
President of the United Siates.

tro) Foreien aaies shall beoander the divect saper

Vi.\iﬂll 3““‘1 control of the | Nnited S
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(L1) Al Nets passed by the Legislature of the (o,
monwealth of Puerto Rico shall he reported to the Congres.
of the United States.

(12) Puerto Rico recognizes the rvight of the Ui
States to expropriate property for public uses, to maintaiy
military and other rexervations and armed forces in Puer,
Rico, and. upon order of the President, to call into 1l
serviee of suelr armed forees all military forees organizo
hy the Puerto Riean Government.

(13) The decisions of the courts of the Commea.,
wealth of Puerto Rico <hall be subject to review by il
courts of the Uuited States as now provided by law.

(14) The United States may, hy Presidentiad procii
mation, exercise the right to intervene for the preservatiou
of the Governent of the Conmonwealth of Pucrto Rico
and Tor the maintenanee of the Government as provides
i the constimtion thereof, and for the protection of i,
property. and individual Tiberty and for the discharge o
Governtment oblioations under and in accordanee with th
Provisions ol the constitution.

(1) The swhority of the Pnited States High Con
missioner to the Government of the Commonwealth
Puerte Rico, as provided in this dtle, <hall he recognize’

(16} Citizens and corporations of the Euited =t

Sl enjoy i the Commonwealth of Puerto: Rico all the
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civil rights of the citizens and corporations, vespectively,
thereof.

(17) The Jursdiction of the Enited States Disiriet
C'ourt for the District of Puerto Rico shall he as now pro-
vided hy lavw.

(h) The constitniion shall also contain the following
provisiens, effective as of the date of the proclamation of
the President recognizing the independence of Puerto Rico.
as liereialter provided:

(1) That the property vights ol the United States
and Puerto Rico shall e promptly adjnsted and settled, and
that all oxisting property rights ol citizens or corporations
of the United States shall e acknowledeed, respected, and
safeguarded to the same extent as property rights of citizens
ol Puerto Rico.

(2) That the oflicials eleeted and serving under the
constitution adopted pursuant 1o the provisions of this et
shall e constitutional oflicers of the free and independent
Government of Paerto Rico and quadified 1o fanetion i all
pespects as i elected divectly under sueh Government, and
shall <erve their il terms of oflice as preserthed i the
constitution,

(:3) That the debis and habilities of Paerto Rico, s
mecipalities and insormmentalivies, which shadb he valid

and subsisting at the thme of the final ad complete with-
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drawal of the soverciguty of the United States, shall ho
assumed by the frbc and  independent  Government of
Puerto Rico: and that where honds have been issued under
anthority of an et of Congress of the United States hy
Puerto Rico. or any mumicipality or instrumentality therein,
the Puerto Rican Government will make adequate provi-
ston for the necessary funds for the payvment of interes
and principal. and such obligations shall be a first lien on
the taxes colleeted in Puerto Rieo.

(4) That the Government of Puerto ico, on he-
coming independent of the United States, will assume all
continuing obligations assumed by the United States under
the treaty of peace with Spain ceding Puerto Rico to the
United States except insofar ax such obligations apply to
the island of Cudebra ond the islands and keys adjacen
thereto.

(2) That by way of further assurance the Govern-
et of Poerto Rico will enhody the foregoing provistons
(exeept paragraph (2)) o treaty with the United State-
SUBMISSION OF CONSTITUTION 70 TIHE PRESIDENT OF

THE UNITED STATES
Sees toss Uponotbe diadting and approval of the con
dintion by the constitutional convention in Puerto Rice.
the constitetion ~hall he submited within one year aftes

the taking effeer of this title to the President of the United
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States, who shall determine whether or not it conforms witl,
the provisions of this title. I the President finds that the
proposed constitution conforms snbstantially with the pro-
visions of this title he shal® xo certify to the Governor of
Puerto Rico, who shall <o advise the eonstitutional conven-
tion.  ff the President finds that the constittiion does not
conform with the provisions of this tide he <hall <o advise
the Governor of Puerto Rico stating wherein i his judg-
ment the econstitution does not <o contornr and <ubmitting
previsions which will in s judgtment niake the constituntion
<o conform.  The Governor shiall in e subinit <uele mies
sage to the constitutional convention for further action hy
them pursuant to the sane procedure hereinbetore defined
antil the President and the constitutional convention are i
agreement.
SUBMISSION OF CONSTITTUTION TO PEOULL OF F1EEFO R1CO
SEcs 104 Arer the Presidenr of the Unied Sianes
has certilied that the constinion contorns with the pro-
vistons ol this titde, it <hall beo<abmired oo e people ot
Puero Rico for their vatilieation or rejection at ane eleetion
to he held within fore ponthes alrer the date of sieh cortii
cation, on o date to be fived by the Levislatnre of Paerto
Rico, ar which clection the qualified vorers of Preito Rieo
shall have an opportiiy 1o vore doreethy o or aeain 1othe

proposed  constitution sl ordinaneces appeonded et
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Sach eleetion shall he held in sueh manner as may he
preseribed by the Tegislature of Puerto Rieco, to which (]
return ol (he eleetion shall he made.  The Legislature of

Puerto Rico shall by Taw provide for the canvassing of {4

return and shall certify the result to the Governor of Puerrg |
Rico, together with a statement of the votes castand a copy
of said constitution and ordinances,  If a majority of (e
votes cast shall e for the constitution, the Governor of
Puerto Rico <halll within thirty days after receipt of the
cortilieation from ne Legislature of Puerto Rico, issue o !
proclunation for the eleetion of oflicers of the Government
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico provided for in the
constitation,  The election shall take place not earlier thau
three mionths nor later than ix months alter the proelama-
tion by the Governor ordering sueh election. When the
cleetion of the oflicers provided Tor under the constitution
has heen held and the vesults determined, the Governor ol
Puerto Rico shall certitv the results of the election to the
President of the United States, who shall thereupon ixsie
a prochunation announeing the results of the election, and
npon the isstanee of sueh proclamation by the President the
existing Puerto Rico Government shall {erminate and the
new  Government <hall enter upon its rights, privileges.
powers, and duties, as prnvidod under the constitution,  The

present Government of Puerto Rivo shall provide for the

orderhv trausfer of the functions of government,
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If a majority of the votes cast are against the constitu-
tion, then the constitutional convention shall frame a new
constitution, which shall ])‘(‘ submitted to the President. as
provided in section 103 of this title, and to the peaple of
Puerto Rien, as provided in th'is seetion, until a constitation
framed in accordance with thix title ix adopted by the people.
TRANSFER OF PROPERTY AND RIGIITS TO COMMONWEALTIT

OF PUERTO RICO

Sue. 105, Al the property and vights which may have
been acquired in Puerto Rico by the Unifed States ander the
treaty mentioned in section 101 of thix title, exeept such land
or other property as has heretofore heen designated by the
President of the United States for military and other veser-
vations of the Government of the United States, and exeepl
such land or other property or ri',g;hts ar interests therein as
may have heen sold or otherwise disposed ol in accordance
with law, and always excepting the island of Calehra and
the istands and kevs adjceent thereto, are hereby granted
lo the Government of the Conmonwealth of Puerto Rico
when constituted,
RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES PENDING COMPLETE

INDEPENDENCE
See. 106, Until the tnal ad complere withdrawal of

Ammerican sovereiguty over Puerto Rico--
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(1) Every dulv adopted amendment to the constity-

12

tion of the Government of the (fommonwealth of Puerq

Rico shall be submitted to the President of the Uniteq

States for approval.  If the President approves the amewd-
ment or if the President fails to disapprove such amend-
metit within six months from the time of its submission, the
amendment shall take effect as a part of such constitution,

(2) The President of the United Statex shall have
anthority 1o suspend the taking effeet of or the operation
of any ow, contraet. or execntive order of the Government
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, which in his judg
ment will result i o failure of the Government of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to fallill its contracts, or
to meet its honded indebtedness and interest thereon or
to provide for its sinking funds, or which in his judgment
will violate international obligations of the nited States,

(:3) The Chiel Lixecentive of the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico stall make an annual veport to the President
and Congress of the United States of the proceedings and
operations of the Government of the Conunonwealth ol
Puerto Rico and shall svake sueh other reports as the
Proadent or Congress iy request,

(4) The President shall appoint, by and with the
adviee and consent of the Senate, a United States Higll

Commissioner to the Government of the (fommonwealth
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of Puerto Rico who shall hold office at the plessure of
the President and until his <uccessor is appointed and
qualificd.  He shall be km‘)wn as the United States Hizh
Commissioner o Puerto Rico. e shall he the repre-
sentwave of the President ol the United States o Puerto
Rico and shall he recognized as such by the Government
of the Conumonwealth of Puerto Rico, by the commanding
o eers of the military lorees of the United States, and
by all eivil officialy of the United States in Puerto Rico.
He shall have access to all records of the Government or
any subdivision thercol and <hall he furnished by the Chiel
lixecutive of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico with suel
information as he shall request.

It the Governmenut of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico fails to pay any ol its honded or other indebredness or
the interest thercon when due, or to Ty ol s contracts.
the United States High Commissioner <hall immediately
report the facts to the President, who may thereupon diveet
the ITigh Commissioner to take over the eastoms oflices
and admiistration of the sane, administer the Qmw, amd
apply such part of the vevenne reecived therelionr o~ may
be necessary for the payment of el overdne mdebiediess
or for the fulfithnent of snele cor racts, The United Srares
High Conunissioner shall annnally . ae <uele other thnes

as the President may requive, render an ollical report 1o

a
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the President and Congress of the United States.  IIe shall
perform such additional duties and functions as may le
delegated to him from time to time by the President under
the provisions of this Act.

The United States Iligh Comumissioner shall receive
compensation at the rate of $15,000 per annum and shall
have such stalf and assistants as the President may deem
advisable and as may be appropriated for by Congress,
including a financial expert, who shall receive, for submis-
sion to the High Commissioner, a duplicate copy of the
reportx ol the insular auditor. - Appeals from decisions ol
the insular wnditor may be taken to the President of the
United States, o The salavies and expenses of the Iigh
C'ommissioner and lis staff and assistants shall be paid by
the United States.

The first United States 1ligh Conunissioner appointed
under thix Aet shall take office upon the inanguration of the
new Governent ol the Commmonweaich of Puerto Rico.

(5) The (invernnwén! ol the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico shall provide for the selection of a Resident Comis-
stoner to the United States and shall fix s terin of oflice,
ITe shall he the representative of the Government of the
Conmonwealth of Puerto Rico and shall be entitled to

official recognition ax such by all departments upon presen-

tation to the President of credentials signed by the Chief

- I
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Txecutive of said Government. e shall have a seat in
the House of Representatives of the United States, with the
right of debate but without the right of voting,  Hix salavy
and expenses shall he fixed and paid hy the Government of
Puerto Iiic:(). Until a Resident Connmissioner is selected
and qnalified under this section, existing law governing the
clection of a Resident Commissioner from Puerto Rico shall
continue in effeet. —

(6) Review by the courts of the United States of cases
from Puerto Rico shall be as now provided by Taw, :n.ul ~tieh
review shall alzo extend to all caxes involving the constitu-
tion of the C'ommonyvealth of Puerto Rico.

(7) The jurisdiction of the United States Distrier
Court for the District of Puerto Rico shall he ax now pro-
vided by law.

Sre. 107, Upon the taking effeet of this tithe—-

(a) No funds now or herealter made available wnder
the provisions of the Xet of Maveh 31, 1035 (48 St 22) .
the Federal Lmergeney Relief et of Mav 12, 1033
Stat, 55) 5 the Natonal Industrial Recovery Nev ol Jlane
16, 1933 (48 Stat. 195) ¢ the Fourth Detivieney et ol
June 16, 1933 (48 Stat, 274) cthe Net of Febriary 10,
1934 (4% Stat. 351) 5 the Tergeney Appropriation Ao
of June 19, 1934 (48 Stat. 1021, 1055) 5 and the Einer-

gency Relief Appropriation Act of Npril 8, (435 (1) Stat,

¢
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115), may be spent in, or loaned in respeet of any project
situated in, Puerto Rico, except such parts thereof as may
have been obligated prior to the taking effect of this title,

() No loans may be made to any persous resident
in Puerto Rico or to any corporations or other juridical
entitios doing husiness therein, or in respect of any property
there loeated, by any of the following instrumentalities or
wholly owned corporations of the United States: Recon-
struetion Fhnanee  Clorporation, Export-Import - Bank  of
Washingtou, Second Export-Import Bank of Washington.
Distriet of Columbia, Farm Credit Adnnnistration or any
hranches or subsidiavies thereof, Federal Farm Mortgage
‘orporation, Corumodity Credit Corporation, IHome Owners'
Loan Clorporation, ederal Ilousing Administration, or any
of the agencies created or existing under authority of the
Federal Home Loan Bank et

(¢) The Act of February 11, 1956 (Publie, Nuu-
bered 442, Seventyv-fourth Congress), shall stand repealed.

SEe. 108, Upon the inauguration of the Government of
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico—

() No further appropriations [rom Federal funds shall
he made Tor Puerts Rico, nor shall any further atlotments
he made from Federal funds for Puerto Rieo, nor shall
unobligated Federal appropriations or allotwents be further

obligated for any of the following purposes:
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(1) The activities of the Department of Agriculture
or any of its burcaus, including the Soil Congervation Service
and the Agricultural Experiment Station, exeept that funds
will continue to be available for the custody and protection
of the Caribbean National Forest until the same is trans-
ferred pursuant to section 109 of this title.

(2) The activities of the National Park Service of the
(reological Survey and of the Office of Iducation, including
the Federal Board for Voeational Iducation,

(3) The activitics of the Organized Reserves, of the
Reserve Officers” Training Clorps, and of the Clitizens' Mili-
tary Training Camps; and the Seeretary of War is directed
to dishand, at the ecarliest opportunity, all wnits of the
Organized Reserves or of the Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps now established in Puerto Rico.

(4) The activities of the War Depariment in respeet
of rivers and harbors improvements.

(5) The activities of the Children’s Bureau.

(6) The activities of the Bureau of IMisheries, of the
Bureau of Air Commerce, and of the Coast and Cteodetic
Survey.

(b)Y No appomtments shall be made to either the

United States Military  Academy or the United States

Naval Academy in respect of any territorial quotn now

——

allotted by law to Puerto Rico: Provided, That American

S, 4529
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1 citizens otherwise cligible under any other quota provision
o shall not be debarred from appointment by reasons of tlejy

3 residence in Tuerto Rico.

4 (¢) The coastwise shipping laws shall ne longer
5 apply to Puerto Rico. 7

& (d) No deposits in any hanks in Puerto Rico other
7 {ban national banks shall be guaranteed by the Federul
i Deposit Insurance Corporation, and all payments made to
¢ said Corporation or to any fund held by it or by its authority
ti) i respeet to Puerto Rican deposits now made noninsurahle,
'L together with any interest actually earned by said payments,
12 shall be returned to the persons who made such payments
13 or to their legal successors.

I-4 Sec. 109. (a} “Vithin six months after the inaugura-
15 tion of the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto
16 Rico, said Government shall make adequate provision for
(7 the defense of Puerto Rico, and upon certification by the
13 Chiel IExceutive of said Governiment to the President that
v such provision has heen made, Federal recognition as de-
20 fined o the National Defense Act, as amended, shall he
21 withdrawn from the National Guard of Puerto Rico: Pro-
o pided, That if no certilieation is made as aforesaid, said
23 National Guard shall in any event be disbaluied six months
24 alter said inauguration.  The arms, equipment, and matc-

25 rial heretofore furnished said National Guard by the United
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States shall upon such withdrawal of Federal recognition
or upon such dishanding, as the case may he, he transferred
to the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(b) The following services of the Federal Government
in Puerto Rico shall continue to operate and Iunetion after
the inanguration of the Government of the Commomyealth

o
ol Puerto Rico, and the respective ollicers and employees of
such services shall continne in their present status uniil sueh
time as the Chief Execative of said Government shall certify
to the President that said Government has made provision
(n operate such services or any ol them, to wit: DPostal
Service, Iforest Service, Tighithouse Serviee, Publie Health
service, Immigration and Naturalizaton Serviee, (‘ustoms
Service, and life-saving activities of the Coast Guard. There-
upon, and pursuant to the terms ol whatever convention may
he agreed upon by the United States High Commissioner
and said Chief Xxccutive, anyv and all property of the United
States used i connection with said services, including Iand,
shall be transferred to the Government ol the Conmonwenlth
of Puerto Rico, and the respective officers and emplovees
of said services shall cease to be ollicers and employees of
the United States: 2rovided, That no convention respecting
e Postal Service shall take clleet antil i shall lirst have
heen approved by the Postunaster General of the United

HtiltCS. Ill the overnt 1hu[ U';[“\']'(-]'s HN ;llll)]‘('siliil are nol lllil(l(‘
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during the existence of said Commonwealth Governmeyy,
then such transfers shall be made upon final and compleg
withdrawal of American sovereignty from Puerto Rico, not-
withstanding that suitable ('()éﬁ\'_gﬂiiOﬂS for transfer have ot
heen made; and the oflicers aud employees as aforesaid sli]]
nevertheless cease 1o be oflicers and employees of the United
States.

(¢) DPatents and copyrights granted by the Tnited
States shall continue to be recognized by the Govermuen
ol the Commanwealth ol Puerto Rico, hat said Govermmnent
shall provide, at the earliest practicable date, for the establisl-

ment of a patent oflice and a registry of copyrights i Puerto

Rico, Pending such establishment, and until the fact thereof

xhall have heen certified hy the Chief Kxecutive of said
Govermment to the United States Iigh Commissioner, the
United States shall continue to grant patents and copyrights
for Puerto Rico, hut in no event after the final and con-
plete withdrawal of American sovereignty {from Iuerto Rico,
Patents and copyrights issued by the United States
during the period of Anertean sovercignty over Puerto Rieo
shall e protected in Puerto Rico as though such patents and
copyrights had been granted there, and shall be decmwil
property rights within section 102 (b) (1) of this title.
(d) Al debts of any persons residing in Puerto Rico,

or of any corporations or other juridical entities duing husiness
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therein, or sccured by any property in Puerto Rico, which
are owing to any of the agencies named in section 107 (¢)
hereof or to the Puerto Rico Iurricane Reliel Conmunission
or its suceessor, shall, if possible, he lguidaied during the
existence of the Govermuent of the Conmonwealth of Puerto
Rico, and the several creditor organizations are anthorized 1o
maintain the neeessary oflices and personnel to assist in such
liquidation.  Any such debts not liquidated at the time of
the final and complete withdrawal of Nmerican sovereignty
from Puerto Rico, which are then owed by citizens of Puerto
Rico (as defined in section 112 hereol) or hy corporations
or other juridical entities created hy or existing under the
laws of Puerto Rico, shall he assumed by the (toyermment
of Puerto Rico and shall conxtitute a property rvight ol the
United States within section 102 (h) (1) of this title. The
right of the several ereditor organizations fo institute fore-
closure procecedings in respeet of debts owed by other than
citizens of Puerto Rico amd corporations or othier juridieal
entities ercated by or existing under the Taws of Prerto
Rico, whieli-dehts are secured by property in Paerto Rico,
shall likewise he protected by seetion (02 (h) (1) of this
title.

(e) Within the two months innmediately preceding the

final and complete withdrawal of Americin soverciuny over

Puerto Rico, all persons held in eonfinement wder anshority
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of the Thnited States as punishment for any offenses coy.
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mitted in Puerto Rico against Federal laws shall be remandey]
to the custody of the Government of the Commonweal(]) o
Puerto Rico for such disposition as sald Government or i

suceessor shall make.

See. 110, The United States will pay to Puerto Rier,
notwithstanding the provisions of sections 107 {a) and
108 (a) (1) hereof, the aggregate sum of all processng |
taxes collected in Puerto Rico by virtue of the Act of May !
9, 1934 (48 Stat. 670), aud not refunded to processors wr
heretofore expended or obligated for expenditure in Puerto
Rico Tor the henelit of agriculture.  Such sum shall he
ascertained by the Seeretary of the Treasury of the United
States and shall he et ofl against any sums which may he
due by Puerto Rico to the United States, the payment of
which must he seenred under section 102 (b) (1) heredl,

SEco T Alter the date of the nauguration of the
Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, trade
relations hetween the United States and Puerto Rico shall
he as now provided hy law, subjeet to the followiny
exceplions:

(n) During the secoud year after the inauguration of
the new Government there shall be levied by the United

States on all articles buported from Puerto Rico duty at the
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rate of 25 per ceutum of the rates of duty which are re-
quired by the laws of the United States to be levied, col-
lected, and paid on like articles imported from foreign
countries.

(b} During the third year after the inauguration of
the new Government there shall be levied by the I™nited
States on all articles imported from Puerto Rico duty at
the rate of 50 per centum of the rates of duty which are
required by tie laws of the United States to be levied,
collected, and paid on like articles imported from forcign
countries.

(e) During the fourth vear after the inauguration of
the new Government there shall he levied hy the United
States on all articles imported from Puerto Rico duty at
the rate of 75 per centum of the rates of duty which are
required by the laws of the United States to he levied,
collected, and paid on like articles imported from foreign
countries.

(d) The Goverument of the  Commonwealth  of
Puerto Rico may impoxe upon all articles imported from
the United States a duty not inexeesy of the duty imposed
by the United States upon like articles mported  from
Puerto Rico.

When used in this section in a geographical sense, the

terme V' United Scates” includes all Territories and posses-
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sions of the United States except the Commonwealth of
the Philippine Islands.

Suee. 112, (a) Within six months after the inangura-
tion of the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerty
Rico, all citizens resident in Puerto Rico, and all citizens
horn in Puerto Rico but residing in the United States, must
cleet whether they will remain American citizens or whether
they will becowe citizens of Puerto Rico.

(b) Any citizen residing m Tuerto Rico who desires
te remain an American citizen must file with the United
States 1ligh Commissioner, under rules and regulations fo
he preseribed by said IHigh  Cowmissioner, a declaration
duly acknowledged that he intends to refain his American
citizenship.  Sueh declaration shall he made in quadrupli-
cate, one copy to remain among the records of said Iligh
“ommissioner, one copy to be by him forwarded to the
Seeretary of State of the United States, one copy to he by
hine trawsndtted to the Government of the Conmonwealth
of Puerto Rico, and one copy to he retained by the
declarant.

(¢) Any citizen born in Puerto Rieo but residing in
the Uwited States may similarly subseribe tomsuch declara-
tion of mtention hefore any oflicial anthorized to admivister
outhx I naturalization proceedings.  Such  official shall

thereupon forwarc such declaraiions to the United States
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High Commissioner, under rules and regulations to he pre-
seribed by said _Iligh Conunissioner.

(d) Minor children or persons under legal disability,
who would otherwise fall within the eclasses comprised in
paragraphs (a), (D), and (¢) hereof, may similarly sub-
scribe such declarations within six months after attaining
their majority, or after the removal of disability, as the
ase may be.  Appropriate provision shall he made lor the
{iling of such declarations in case such event does not oceur
until after the final and complete withdrawal of Anierican
sovereignty from Puerto Rico.

(¢) Any citizens resident in Puerto Rieo. or any
citizens born in Puerto Rico hut residing in the Uuited
States, who [ail o file such declarations of mtention within
the times specified i this seetion, shall he deemed eitizens
of Puerto Rico,

(f) Mfter the expiration of the time Tor filing declara-
tions asx aforesaid, no citizen of Puerto Rico shall regan
American citizenship exeept onder the provisions o the

naturalization laws,

(¢) As used in this section, the e " uined Spoe

includes all Territories and posses-ion- and e Cons

wealth of the Phifippine Ishundssaned the e = Priciie finos

1

excludes the dsland of Culebra and e Blnds a0

adjacent thereto.
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Sec. 113, (a) After the expiration of the time [y
filmg or executing declarations of intention prescribed iy
section 112 of this title—

(1) For the purposes of the Immigration Act of 1917,
the Immigration Act of 1924, this section, and all other laws
of the United States relating (o the lmumigration, exclusion,
or expulsion of aliens, citizens of Puerto Rico, as defined in
section 112 hereof, shall be considered as if they were aliens.
For suel purposes I'uerio Rico shall be considered as
separate country and shall have for eacl fiscal year a quota
of five hundred.

(2) Any Foreign Service oflicer may he assigned to
duty in Puerto Rico, under a comission as a consular officer,
for such period as may he necessary and under such regula-
tions ax the Secretary of State may preseribe, during which
assiennient sucly oflicer shall be considered as stationed i &
foreign country s but his powers and duties shall he confined
to the perfornznee of such of the oflivial acts and notarial
and other services which sueh oficer might properly pexforn
i respeet of the adminisiration of the immigration laws i
assigned (o a foreign country as a consular officer, as may
he anthorized by the Seeretary of State,

(3) For the purposes of S(‘('tinn;~ 18 and 20 of the
[nmmigration Aet of 1917, ax amended, Puerto Rico shall

he cousidered to he a foreign country.
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(b) The provisions of this seetion are in addition to
the provisions of the immigration laws now in foree and
shall he enforeed ae a part of sueh laws, and all the penal
or other provisiens of suelc Lowse not inapplicable, shall
apply to and be cuforeed A comiection with the provisions
of thix seetion.  An alien, althoueh admissible under the
provisions of thix section, shall not he admitted to the United
States if he ix exeluded by any provision ol the tmmigration
laws other than thix seetion, and an alien, although adiiis-
sible under the provisions of the immigration laws othier than
this secetion, <hall not he admitted to the United States il
he is exeluded by any provision of this seetion.

(¢} Terms defined o the Tnmiigration et ol 192
shall, when used in this section, have the meanine assioned
fo sueh terms in that Aet.

sec, L There <hall be noobbigrion o the part
ol the United States to meet the duterest or prineipal of
honds and other obligations ol the Government of Paerto
Rico, or of the munieipalities or Hstrnnientaliies thereof,
hevealter issted during the contimunee of Unired Stares
sovercionty in Puerto Ricos Pravided Fliat sueh honds and
obligations Liereafter issued shall ot heexempt Tromn -

ation in the United States or by attheriny of thie Tiited

21 States,
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RECOGNITION OF PUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE AND
WITHDRAWAL OF AMBERICAN SOVEREIGNTY

Sec. 115, (a) On the 4th day of July immediately
following the expiration of a period of fowr years from the
date of the inanguration of the new Governnent under the
constitntion: provided for i this Act, the President of the
United States shall by proclamation withdraw and surrender
all right of possession, supervision, jurisdiction, control, or
sovercignty then existing and exercised hy the United States
i and over the Territory aud people of Puerto Rico, includ-
ing all walitary and other reservations of the Government
of the United States i Puerto Rico (exeept the “'ulebra
Naval Reservation and sueh other paval reservations and
fueling stations as are reserved under seetion 103) ;) and, on
heliadl of the United States, shall recognize the independence
of Puerto Rico as a separate and self-governing nation and
acknowledee the anthority and control over the same of the
covernmuent mstituted by the people thereel, nnder the eon-
stitntion then in foree.

(h) The President of the United States iy herehy
athorized and cmpowered o enter into negotiations with
the Government of Puerto Rico, not later than two vears
alter his prochimation recognizing the independence  of

Puerto Rico. for the wdjustment and setdement of all qaes-

tons relating to uilitary aud naval reservations and fueling
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stations of the TTnited States in Puerto Rieo (other than the
island of Culebra and the islands and keyvs adjacent thereto,
which shall remain under the sovereigniy of the United
States) , and pending such adjustment and settlement the
matter of military and naval reservations and fueling <tations
shall remain in its present stadus.
NOTIFICATION TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS

Src. 116, Upon the prockunation and recoenition of

the independence of Puerto Rico. the President <hall nodily

the governments with which the United States i< in diplo-
matic correspondence thereol ad invite said covermments
to recognize the independence of Paerto Rico.
TARIFI DUTHIS AFTER INDEPENDENCE

see, 117 Ater Puerto Rico has become o free and
independent nation there <hadl he Tevied, collecred, and paid
upon all articles coming o the Uuited Sates frome Praerto
Rico the rates of duty which ave requived to he levied, eol-
leeted, and paid upon like wrticles imported from other
foreign countries: Provided, That at Teast one vemr poior
to the date fixed nthis et for the independenee of Paerro
Rico there shall be held a conference of representatives of
the Government of the United States and the Government
ol the Conmmonwealth of Puerto Rico, el vepresentatives
to be appointed by the Prespdent of the United States and

the Chief Exceutive of the Commonweanlth of Puerto Rico.
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respectively, lor the purpose of formulating recommendy- !

30

tions as to future trade relations between the Governmeng

of the United States and the independent Government of

Puerto Rieo, the tune. place, and manner of holding such

“

conference to he determined by the President of the Tnited

States: bhut nothing in this proviso shall be construed to
modify or affeet in any way any provision of this Act relat-
ing to the procedure leading up to Puerto Rican independ-
ence or the date upon which Puerto Rico shall become
independent,
[MMIGRATION AFTER INDEPENDENCE

Sece, TR, Upon the final and complete withdrawal
of American sovereiguty over Puerto Rico the immigration
laws ol the United States  (including all the provisions
thercol relating to persons ineligible to citizenship) shall
apply to persons who were born in Puerto Rico to the same
extent as in the case of other foreign countries.

CERTAIN STATUTES CONTINUED IN FORCE

Ske. 119, Lixcept as in this title otherwise provided,
the laws now or hercafter in foree in Puerto Rico shall
coutinue i foree in the Commounwealth of Puerto Rico
until alteved, amended, or repealed by the Legislature of
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or by the Congress of
the United States, and all references in such laws to the

Government or oflicials of Puerto Rico shall be construed,
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insofar as applicable, to refer to the Government and cor-
responding officials of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico:
DProvided, That said Legislature shall have no power to
alter or amend or repeal any Iederal laws relating to any
of the armed forces of the United States, or to the national
banking system, or the Ifederal Judicial Clode, or the IFed-
eral Criminal Code insofar as the same is applicable to the
change in government. The Government of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico shall be deemed successor to the
present (fovernment of Puerto Rico and of all the rights and
obligations thereof. Iixcept as otherwise provided in this
Act, all laws or parts of laws relating to the present Gov-
ernment of Puerto Rico and its administration are herehy
repealed as of the date of the inaugnration of the Govern-

ment of the Commounwealth of Puerto Rico,
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A BILL

To provide for a referendum in Puerto Rico
on the question of independence, to provide
for carrying it into effect, and for other
purposes.

By Mr. Tyovixes

FEBRUARY 24 (calendar day, Aprix 23), 1936

Read twice and referred to the Committee on
Territories and Insular Affairs




