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IN TirE-IIOrSE OF REITvESHXTATIVES 

MAY 6,1JW5 

Mr. MARCANTONIO introduced tho following bill; which was referred (o (heCom- 
mitteo on Insular Affairs and ordered to he printed 

A BILL 
To provide for the ^raiilino- of sovereignly lo the island of Puerto 

Kieo, and to ])rovide for neighborly relations with llie pro- 

posed Government of Puerto Hico. 

i Be it enacted bi/ flic Somtc and House of luprtsciila 

2 lives of the United States of Ann r\ea in ('ont/rrss assembled, 

-3- That ninety days after the enactment of this Act the 1'resi- 

4- dent of the 1'nited States shall b\   proelainalion  withdraw 

5 and surrender all rights of possession, supervision, juri-die- 

(5 tion, control, and sovereignty now existing and exercised h\ 

7 the United States in and over the Territory  and people of 

* Puerto Kieo, including; all military, naval, and other re»erva 

9 livm, and, on behalf of the I'nited State-, -hall reeo^ni/e the 

1U independence of Puerto Kieo u«< a separate and self■icovernin»; 
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nation and acknowledge the autliority and control over (lu>, 

same ol any government which the people thereof niav 

con-titute and the right of the Government of Puerto Riou 

Id decide all internal questions, including those relating lit- 

American property and citizens and diplomatic relations, 

wiihoiil iiiierlereiice or inlervention. 

Si:r. 2. All prohlems arising between the United 

Slater and Puerto Kico from the formation of the sovereign 

Puerto Ilican Government shall he submitted for arbitration 

to a joint couiiui-sion appointed hy the (Jovernnient of the 

Tinted Stale- and the (Jovernnient of Puerto Pico. 

St:< . ;!. In proclaiming the independence of Puerln 

llien. the Prc-idfnt nt the I'niled Stale- shall recognize the 

re-puu-ihilii\ n| the ('niled States toward the pre-eni 

di-a-inm- -IMIC nt Puerto Ilican economy and the poverh 

nt ii- people and lo -irive for friendly relations with tin 

new (!o\ eminent ol Puerto Pico, -hall declare free enin 

on Puiito Pieau product- inhf the 1'nited States, and ii'- 

iniiiiiiir.-ittni! rcMiiiiion- on Puerto Uican citizens shall ''.- 

lii.idi nntii tin (m\i•ruiiielit ol Puerto Pico should e\piv»- 

it- di-iie ii'hrrwi-e. Thi- principle i- to he recognized ii: 

:i in. !;. luiwiiii the two nation- and -aid treaty shall '" 

m.idi v. iih iht he-i :uteiitioii- o{ deve|oj)ing Puerto lficah 

eeoijnii.v   and   the  Wi Sl-hcUig  oi   il-  people.     The  diM'tl^l"!* 

"I thi- treaix  -hall be»hi within ninetv davs after the new 



14 

Government of Puerto Rico expresses its desire to begin. 

In the interim between the proclamation of Puerto Kiean 

independence and (he signing of this treaty, the present 

status quo in the matter of trade relations shall be 

maintained. 

SKC. 4. By virtue of its responsibility for the present 

disastrous state of Puerto Uiean economy and the poverty 

of the people of Puerto Rico, it is hereby declared to be the 

policy of the United States that the United States shall be 

responsible to the Puerto Rican people for any claims of 

indemnity which the Government of Puerto Rico may make. 

SKC. F). Upon the proclamation and recognition of the 

independence of Puerto Rico, the President of thc-l'iiiled 

States shall give notice of such action to the government 

with which the United States is in diplomatic correspond- 

Hi euce and invite said governments in recognize the indepeud- 

17 ence of Puerto Rico. 

1* SHC. (5. At the time of the issuance of the proclamation 

!',) under section  S  hereof, (he  President  -hail appoint a com 

I'M mission of live to carry out the pro\i>iniis of M'ction 2 and 

Jl section 4 of this Act. 
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